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JMI’s Institute of Advanced Studies in Education organizes an invited Talk on
‘Constitutionalism in the Secularism Debate’

New Delhi, September 7, 2026

The Department of Teacher Training and Non-Formal Education, Institute of Advanced
Studies in Education (IASE), Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI), organized a talk titled
‘Constitutionalism in the Secularism Debate’ on 3 September 2026 at the Multimedia Lab,
IASE, JMI. The talk was delivered by Dr. Tanvir Aeijaz, Associate Professor, Department of
Political Science, Ramjas College, University of Delhi. The programme was organized under
the guidance of Prof. Farah Farooqui, Head, Department of Teacher Training and Non-
Formal Education, with Dr. Andleeb and Dr. Naziya Hasan serving as conveners.

The event commenced with a welcome address by Dr. Naziya Hasan, who welcomed the
gathering and introduced the dignitaries, including the distinguished speaker, Dr. Tanvir
Aeijaz. Prof. Ajaz Masih, Head, Department of Educational Studies, felicitated Dr. Tanvir
Aeijaz with a sapling as a token of respect and gratitude. Thereafter, Dr. Andleeb introduced
the speaker and highlighted his academic achievements and research contributions.

Dr. Tanvir Aeijaz, an accomplished academician and scholar with nearly three decades of
teaching experience, has worked extensively in the areas of public policy, constitutionalism,
federalism, public accountability, health and education policy, gender studies, and political
theory. His wide-ranging academic and research experience provided a strong
interdisciplinary context for the discussion.

In his talk, Dr. Aeijaz provided a comprehensive overview of the conceptual evolution of
secularism in India. He drew attention to the inherent 'fuzziness’ surrounding the concept
and noted the difficulty of finding precise equivalents in Hindi and Urdu. Referring to the
historical context of the 1920s, he observed that the Urdu press at times used the expression
‘La  Mazhab'(irreligious), a formulation that could generate misunderstanding. He
distinguished among three related concepts: the secular, secularization, and secularism.

Dr. Aeijaz contrasted the Western model of secularism, often characterized by a ‘wall of
separation’ between the state and religion, with the Indian model of ‘principled distance’
and ‘qual respect for all religions’, which permits state intervention in matters of social
reforms. He traced the Gandhian vision of Sarva Dharma Sambhava (equal respect for all



religions) and the Nehruvian approach of Dharmnirpekhta (non-alignment with any religion)
as important influences on India’s constitutional understanding of secularism.

He further discussed how debates around secularism intensified during the 1980s. Referring
to scholars such as Ashis Nandy and T. N. Madan, he explained critiques of approaches that
seek to marginalize religion from public life and the possibility that such efforts may, in
certain contexts, provoke stronger religious assertions. He also discussed the Shah Bano
case as a significant moment in the debate, highlighting the tensions between religious
personal laws and general civil law, questions surrounding the Uniform Civil Code, and the
emergence of debates over ‘pseudo-secularism’.

Turning to contemporary challenges, Dr. Aeijaz discussed concerns regarding perceptions of
majoritarian preference by the state. He emphasized the importance of education in
cultivating constitutional values and enabling citizens to understand and practice the
principles of justice, liberty, and equality in everyday life. The discussion thus offered a
nuanced exploration of the relationship between constitutionalism and secularism in
contemporary India.

Following the talk, faculty members and research scholars engaged with the speaker
through questions and discussion, further enriching the academic interaction. The
programme concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Tariq Anwar, who
acknowledged the contributions of the distinguished speaker, the chairpersons, organizers,
dignitaries, participants, and all those involved in making the event meaningful and
enriching.

Prof. Saima Saeed
Chief Public Relations Officer



%o TITUTIONALISM IN THE SECULAR ISM DEBATE

&

ersture. He b a

Schasi of Public Poscy, lian Hational Univensity, and

37 athar prind and andin Hin resesch intas it include
™ pubidc private partaerihipt, public sccsuntability institutions, rderaksm, health

yeder studiny, and poliical theery.

Prof. Farah Faroaqul Dr. Andleeh Dr. Nazlya Hasan

Head Conrvera Camvener







';CSESTlluuor.'.ﬁu;v.-m-.n-_ CULARISM [

ProfFaahJved Faroogul




DR. TANVIR AELJAZ

*® VENUE: MULTIMEDIA LAB

" DATE: 3RD SEPTEMBER

TIME:2 PM

INTHE SECULARISM DEBATE
; |

Ce. Tanvlr Azijar Is an Aisecinde Prefessorn, with 28 yexss of \eacking experiance In e Degaitmant of Fedifleal
Seiance 21 flsifs Caliege. Unlverslly of Dolhl. He Ealds a FhD in PubiSs Folicy trom the Ursvorshy of Des),

locas an AzeountatEity m Poblic-Srivate Pannarships in Fealthsire Policy.

Ha serves a6 & Vico: Cralrman, Senlar Vislting Felisw, and Member-Scoratacy of the Centee for Multlieyal Fezrilism,
lzstitute =f Social Selences, New Delhl, and as a Semler Vivkisg Fellow (He=) ot the Impact and Policy Easearch
Instinute (IMPRI), He & a foundisg mamber &= Secrotary of the Associaan far PubSe Palley Edicaton at Giabal
Jindal University Bof), Senspat, Indla. Dr. Tasvlr Acljar was appeintsd a5 an honopury ProfessorfLectuser
Untraoreingry at Steflentiosch Unlvarsity, Ssuth Aftlca (2021-2023], He & sorved as a profect Mestor (s in AGAPE
aviafee inder the sogls of Global Jewice Progmm==e, Yale Usivoriity, USA.

A prafifie schelar, col=snlst and medin commertator, Dr, Tamvir Aefjaz has publised research artizles and book
chanters In natle=al and [mesnatlonal publications. He sarves as an Edftorisl Advsor 1= Altermotive Perspectivi
Journal ard i3 on the Revise Panel of Proxis lalernorianol: Josenal of Sociol Sclences omd Lteroture, He bs a
cotumnist and reviewer 51 Dast Axla Potum, Cramford Sehool of Public Polley, Ssstrallan Mational Unlvarsity, and
contsibutes regulesly to The le=an Express, Outisak ied other print and e=line ==dia. His rozarch =eres tnelude
FublE pollcy, constitailonallsm, public-private parinorshlps, pubsSe sceountalbility msE=utions, federalism, health

and esucation posey, Bond: 23, and po==lcal theery,

Prod aul Pr. Andlech Dr. Naziya Hasan

Conyrzar Comvesar













