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JMI organizes Second Lecture of the Distinguished Lecture Series: Prof. Simon Critchley
on “Pandemic Mysticism”

The Department of English, Jamia Millia Islamia(JMI) organized the second lecture of the
Distinguished Lecture Series, "Pandemic Mysticism” by Prof. Simon Critchley, Hans Jonas
Professor of Philosophy, the New School for Social Research, on Friday, 16th July, 2021, at 7:30
PM IST on Zoom. Supported by the Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research
Collaboration (SPARC), Ministry of Education, Government of India, the talk was organized as
part of the ongoing academic collaboration with Department of English and American Studies,
University of Wiirzburg, Germany, and promises to be one in a line of successively pertinent
lectures.

The talk was conducted by Ms. Zahra Rizvi and Ms. Shraddha A. Singh, Ph.D. Scholars in the
Department of English, JMI, and was enthusiastically attended by a large number of scholars,
students, and faculty from all over the world and across various timezones.

Prof. Simi Malhotra, H.0.D., Department of English, JMI, Indian PI, delivered the welcome
address, greeting the invited speaker, faculty, scholars, and students. She spoke about the talk as
a part of the ongoing collaborative project between the Department of English, JMI and
American Studies, University of Wuerzburg, on “New Terrains of Consciousness: Globalization,
Sensory Environments and Local Cultures of Knowledge”, supported by the Ministry of
Education’s initiative SPARC, which aims to facilitate academic and research collaboration
between higher education institutes in India and abroad. She, then, introduced the esteemed
speaker, Prof. Simon Critchley, who was greeted by a round of applause.

Prof. Simon Critchley talked about humanity’s ascetic-like experience at the time of the
COVID-19 pandemic and how he finds profound historical and religious resonances with the
logic, poetics and practices of mysticism. The lecture invited one to dwell on the experiences of
mysticism as found in Christianity in the West, and also suggested a revisioning of the
positionality of conventional philosophic thought which is grounded in scepticism and critical
thinking to one of understanding.

Through the lecture, Prof. Critchley also outlined the following seven adverbs to understand
mysticism: Obliquely, Autobiographically, Vernacularly, Performatively, Practically, Erotically
and Ascetically, and invited the audience to think on ‘pandemic mysticism’ through the context
of these adverbs.
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The lecture was followed by a participative, in-depth Q/A session coordinated by Ms. Ann Susan
Aleyas, a Ph.D. Scholar in the Department of English, JMI.

The event was brought to an end with a Vote of Thanks by Ms. Zahra Rizvi. The audience was
also invited to join the next talk in the Distinguished Lecture Series, to be delivered by Prof.
Nancy Fraser on “The Covid Pandemic: A Perfect Storm of Capitalist Irrationality and Injustice”
on 23rd July, 2021, 8:00-9:00 PM IST.

To ensure a wide range of viewership and participation, the event was also live streamed on
YouTube, and was attended by over a hundred participants.
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autobiography, occurs with mystical writing. The ‘T" in Julian of Norwich is the first T of
an Englishwoman. The sccond is Margery Kempe, a generation later than Julian (they
met in 1413, Margery wanted the counsel of Dame Julian as she called her). The carliest
women's lives we have are in many cases are the lives of the mystics. Sometimes, these
lives will be written directly by the mystic, as with Julian, Marguerite Porete or Teresa of
Avila, sometimes they will be recorded by ‘Brother Scribe’, as with Angela of Foligno, Simi Malhotra AR Sursan Aleyas
Christina of Mark +Christine the A hing and many others. ;

g

{Maybe talk about the ‘Sister Katherine Treatise’, from the 14thC as an example of the inversion of
gendered authority in the Medieval period: the daughter becomes the father’s teacher. And the same thing
s true of the life of Henry Suso, which was written down by his “spiritual daughter’, Elsbeth Stagel, This
was one of the most popular texts in the late Middle Ages in the German-speaking world)

“T'his autobiographical tradition begins a lot carlier in a different mode with Saint Aron Ericson Anisur Rahman
Augustine where Augustine and his mother, Santa Monica, have a fleeting vision and

reach out and touch what they see as the eternal wisdom of the Lord. This is the vision at } Il\\“h“m Illn I\
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Ostia in Book IX of the Confessions.

Tmportantly, i there is a discovery of the ‘I* in mystical writing, then it is T s an other’, as i
Rimbaud said. The I finds its voice and itself through its relation to the otherness of God. i
Maybe this is why autobiographies without God are so dull [the tyranny of memair]
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