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Sustainable intensification in agriculture is the need of the hour:  Prof Deepak Pental at 
JMI 
 
 
Prof Deepak Pental, eminent scientist and former Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi today 
called for more public funding in science and technology for pioneering research especially in 
the field of agriculture. 
 
Speaking on “Controversies around genetically modified crops” under the aegis of the 96th 
Foundation Day celebrations at Jamia Millia Islamia he summed up the history of major 
scientific revolutions that transformed society saying that “no society could prosper without 
science and technology”. 
 
Supporting the need for genetically modified crops given that by 2050 India’s population will be 
1.6 billion, Prof. Pental flagged the need for “sustainable intensification in agriculture”. He said 
that “low input in terms of money and resources and high output must be an important goal in 
agriculture” to feed the rising population. 
 
Prof. Pental said that people should trust GM crops as a lot of research and money is put into 
them to ensure that they are safe for consumption.  He also underscored that it was time the 
country worried about why we don’t use degradable plastic and solar energy. 
 
Asking why we only question multinationals when it comes to agriculture and chose to remain 
silent when it comes to telecommunication, Boeings and other industrial sectors, Prof Pental said 
we have to work sensibly and realistically to address key challenges that our society is faced with 
while pressing for more public funding in science and technology for pioneering research 
especially in the field of agriculture. 
 
 Former MP Rajya Sabha and Editor-in-Chief of weekly Nai Duniya, Mr. Shahid Siddqui while 
addressing students on ‘changing trends in media in the 21st century’, flagged the need for media 
literacy.  
 
Substantiating the key technological transformations that have changed media right from the 
invention of the Printing Press to the coming of the social media, he said that “the 21st century 
was a celebration of media power”. However, he cautioned that social media must be used with 
restraint as millions of Facebook and twitter accounts are being used by interested parties to 
influence public opinion.  
 
Mr. Siddiqui speaking at Jamia Millia Islamia on Day 2 of Talimi Mela 2016 said that “it was 
not necessary for media to be unbiased but to be objective” and in today’s day and age when 



media have become a big business it was impossible to think of media to work in an unbiased 
manner.  
 
He exhorted the students to stay a step ahead given that they were studying in a university that 
has the finest Mass Communication institution in the country.  Hailing the Talimi Mela as “a 
landmark cultural event of not just the university but of the city of Delhi”, he said that it gave to 
the people a sense of our history, tradition and culture besides beckoning them to the Urdu 
language.  
 
He lamented the “ban” of Pakistani actors in India and said that it was through “our films that we 
have won over their society and impacted them in many ways”.  
Vice Chancellor, Prof Talat Ahmad and Mr. Siddiqui also released two newsletters brought out 
by Sarojini Naidu Centre for Women’s Studies-- Expressions and Gender Concerns on Campus. 
 
Outside on the grounds of Talimi Mela, students and visitors thronged the various stalls enjoying 
the displays and the cultural events as part of the 96th Foundation day celebration of the 
university from October, 27-29. 
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28 vDVwcj] 2016  

izsl foKfIr 

tkfe;k ds ßrkyheh esykß ds jaxkjax dk;ZØe ds nwljs fnu Hkkjh HkhM+ meM+h   

vkt fnukad 28-10-2016 dks tkfe;k fefYy;k bLykfe;k ds 96osa LFkkiuk fnol lekjksg ds nwljs 

fnu ßdaVªksoflZt vjkmaM tsusfVdyh eksfMQkbM ØkWIlß fo"k; ij fn, x, O;k[;ku esa  

izks- nhid isaVy] iwoZ dqyifr fnYyh fo'ofo|ky; us dgk fd ^^chloha lnh ds bfrgkl dks ns[ksa 

rks cgqr dqN cnyk gqvk gSA eksykD;wyj ckW;ksykWth tSlh miyfC/k;ksa us nqfu;k dks cny fn;k gSA 

g~;weu balqfyu ds dkj.k cgqr cM+k cnyko vk;k gSAß mUgksaus ladsr fd;k fd 1900 bZ- esa iwjs 

fo'o dh ftruh vkcknh Fkh] 2050 bZ- esa mruh dsoy Hkkjr dh vkcknh gksus dh laHkkouk gSA ,slh 

fLFkfr esa tsusfVd eksfMfQds'ku vkSj ØkWIl dh rjQ+ T+;knk /;ku fn, tkus dh vko';drk gSA 

mUgksaus dgk fd ßoh uhM lLVsuscy baVslhfQds'ku vkWQ ,xzhdYpjß rduhd }kjk vkfFkZd vkSj 

izkÑfrd lalk/kuksa dk de bLrseky djds T+;knk mRiknu fy;k tkuk gekjk y{; gksuk pkfg,A 

mUgksaus vkHkkj O;Dr djrs gq, [kq'kh t+kfgj dh fd izks- ryr vgen us mUgsa tkfe;k esa cqyk;k 

vkSj lkFk gh mUgksaus izks- ryr vgen ds lkFk vius laca/kksa dh ppkZ dhA  

tkfe;k fefYy;k bLykfe;k ds dqyifr] izks- ryr vgen us dgk fd tc og fnYyh 

fo'ofo|ky; ds Hkw&xHkZ foKku foHkkx ds v/;{k Fks] ml le; izks- nhid isaVy fnYyh 

fo'ofo|ky; ds dqyifr FksA vkt izks- nhid isaVy ds tkfe;k vkus ij mUgsa gkfnZd izlUurk 

gqbZA  

vkt ds fnu dk nwljk vkd"kZ.k Jh 'kkfgn flfíd+h] i=dkj ,oa iwoZ jkT;lHkk lkaln }kjk 

ßpsaftax VªsaM~l bu ehfM;k bu n 21 lsapqjhß ij fn;k x;k O;k[;ku FkkA Jh 'kkfgn flfíd+h us 

ßrkyheh esykß dh rkjhQ djrs gq, dgk fd og cpiu ls tkfe;k ds ßrkyheh esykß ds ckjs esa 

tkurs gSaA og cYyhekjku ls ßrkyheh esykß ns[kus vkrs FksA ßrkyheh esykß flQZ+ tkfe;k dk gh 

esyk ugha gS] cfYd ;s iwjh fnYyh dk ,d dYpjy bosaV gSA ;g esyk gesa laLÑfr] ijaijk vkSj 

mnwZ ls Hkh tksM+rk gSA ehfM;k ds cnyrs gq, gkykr dh ppkZ djrs gq, mUgksaus ehfM;k esa vk, cM+s 

rduhdh cnykoksa ij izdk'k Mkyk vkSj dgk fd ß21oha lnh ikoj vkWQ ehfM;k dks lsfycszV 

djrh gS] gesa ,d dne vkxs jguk gksxk vkSj tkfe;k ds fy, ;g eqf'dy ugha gSA tkfe;k us 

ns'k dk loksZÙke ekWl dE;qfuds'ku rS;kj fd;k gSA vkids okbl pkalyj ds ikl vkmV vkWQ 

ckWDl lksp gSA muds ikl vkbfM;k gSa vkSj os yksxksa ls tqM+s gq, gSaAß yksxksa dh ehfM;k ds izfr 

le> ij ckr djrs gq, mUgksaus dgk fd og ugha ekurs fd ehfM;k dks U;wVªy gksus dh t+:jr gS 

cfYd og ekurs gSa fd ehfM;k dks vkWCtsfDVo gksus dh t+:jr gSA mUgksaus VdhZ ds lks'ky ehfM;k 

dh vkWCtsfDVfoVh ds laca/k esa ;g dgk fd vkt ehfM;k fyVjslh dh t+:jr gS rkfd yksx 

ehfM;k ds iwokZxzg dks ns[k vkSj le> ldsaA  



 

bl volj ij dqyifr vkSj Jh 'kkfgn flfíd+h }kjk ljksftuh uk;Mw efgyk v/;;u dsUæ ds 

U;wt+ysVj ^,Dlizs'ku* ^tsaMj dalsall ,aM dSEil* vkSj fganh foHkkx }kjk ^tkfe;k lekpkj* 

U;wt+ysVj dk Hkh yksdkiZ.k fd;k x;kA 

 

izks- lkbek lbZn 

ekun mi ehfM;k leUo;d  










