
 
Media Coordinator’s Office 

Jamia Millia Islamia   
 

August 8, 2016 
 
Press Release 
 

 
Jamia Millia Islamia to organize screening of film Godaan based on Munshi Premchand’s novel  

 
 
To celebrate 80 years of legendary writer Munshi Premchand’s novel Godaan, Jamia Millia Islamia is 
organizing screening of a film based on the novel on Wednesday, August 10, 2016.  
 
Film Godaan is an adaptation of the novel with screen play and direction by noted writer, poet, lyricist 
and director Gulzar and will be screened at 2.30 PM at the university’s Dr. M.A. Ansari Auditorium 
which has a seating capacity of 500.  
 
Prof. Sabiha A. Zaidi, Director of Jamia’s Premchand Archives and Literary Centre which is organizing 
the event said that Prof. M. Asaduddin, a renowned literature & Dean, Faculty of Humanities & 
Languages of the university will introduce the film. The entry to the screening will be on first-cum-first 
serve basis.  
 
Godaan is the last complete novel of Munshi Premchand, whose real name was Dhanpat Rai, jointly 
published first in Hindi by Saraswati Press, Benaras and Hindi Granth Ratnakar Karyalaya, Bombay in 
1936 and later after his death in Urdu in 1939 by Maktaba Jamia Limited, publishing wing of Jamia 
Millia Islamia (JMI).  
 
The Urdu version of Godaan was translated by renowned Urdu poet Munshi Iqbal Verma Sehar 
Hathgami. Two  decades   later,  in  1957   it  was  translated   into  English    by  Jai  Ratan  and  P. Lal   
and    again  in  1968  by   Gordon  C.  Roadarmel  which  came  to  be  considered  a  classic  in  itself.   
The  novel   has  been  translated  in  most  major   languages  of  India  and  in  French,  German  and  
Russian  languages. 
 
There  has  been  a  debate  regarding  most  of  Premchand’s  publications  and so was with Godaan.  
However,  the  available  corpus  of  letters  have  been  useful   in  demolishing  even the minimal 
controversy regarding the year of   publication   of  Godaan   and  it  is  clearly   established   as   May  
1936. A  letter  of  Munshi  Premchand  written  on   March 19, 1935  to  Hasamuddin Gauri  makes  it  
clear  that  Premchand  had  made  up   his  mind  that  the  Urdu   version  of his novel would  be  
published   from   Jamia  Maktaba.       
 
The  popularity  of  the  novel  rests  on  its  characters  which  were  representative  of  millions  of  
India’s  poor  and  oppressed  people;  and  in  Premchand’s  elaboration  of  the  problems  of  growing  
deceit  and  high-handedness  of  the  Zamindars.   The  struggle for  existence  of the common  man  in   
dismal  situation with pressing  norms  of  dignity  prescribed  by  the  affluent  social  and  religious  
authorities  and  the natural  responses  of   the  oppressed  to  situations  beyond  their  control   lend  a  
universal   appeal  to  this  novel.    
 
 



 
Premchand’s  stories  have  been  prescribed  in  schools and  college  syllabi and  studied  at  all  levels  
both  in  formal  curricula  as  well  as  informally  across  India  and  beyond.   His stories have also been 
widely taken up for theatrical adaptations. The  multifarious  medium  of  cinema  has  been  applied  to 
this  very  popular  novel  twice.  It   was   first  produced  as a  Hindi  film  starring  Rajkumar,  
Mehmood  and  Shashikala   in  1963   and  later  in 2004,  it  was  produced  by  Doordarshan as  part  of  
a  26-episode TV  series ‘Tahreer-e-Premchand’ with screenplay and direction by the  distinguished  
writer  Gulzar.     
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8 vxLr] 2016 

çsl foKfIr 

tkfe;k fefYy;k bLykfe;k esa eqa'kh çsepan ds miU;kl ij vk/kkfjr fQYe 

xksnku ds izn'kZu dk vk;kstu 

egku ys[kd eqa'kh çsepan ds miU;kl xksnku ds 80 lky dk t'u eukus ds fy,] 

tkfe;k fefYy;k bLykfe;k cq/kokj] 10 vxLr] 2016 dks muds miU;kl ij vk/kkfjr 

,d fQYe dh LØhfuax dk vk;kstu dj jgk gSA  

fQYe xksnku LØhu Iys ds lkFk miU;kl dk :ikarj.k gS vkSj fo[;kr ys[kd] dfo] 

xhrdkj vkSj funs'kd xqytkj }kjk funsZf'kr gS ftldk izn'kZu fo'ofo|ky; ds  

MkW-,e-,- valkjh lHkkxkj esa 2-30 cts ls fd;k tk,xk ftlesa 500 yksxksa ds cSBus dh 

{kerk gSA  

dk;ZØe ds vk;kstd] tkfe;k çsepan vfHkys[kkxkj ,oa lkfgfR;d dsUæ dh funs'kd  

çks- lchgk ,- tS+nh us dgk fd çks- ,e- vln~nqnhu ,d çfl) lkfgR;dkj ,oa 

fo'ofo|ky; ds ekufodh ,oa Hkk"kk ds ladk; Mhu] fQYe dk ifjp; nsaxsA fQYe 

izn'kZuh esa izos'k igys vkvks&igys ikvks ds vk/kkj ij fn;k tk,xkA  

xksnku eqa'kh çsepan dk vafre iwjk miU;kl gS] ftudk vlyh uke /kuir jk; Fkk] 

igyh ckj ljLorh çsl] cukjl vkSj fgUnh xzUFk jRukdj dk;kZy;] cacbZ }kjk la;qä 

:i ls 1936 esa fgUnh esa çdkf'kr gqvk vkSj ckn esa mnwZ esa edrck tkfe;k fyfeVsM] 

çdk'ku foax] tkfe;k fefYy;k bLykfe;k ¼tkfeb½ }kjk 1939 esa mudh e`R;q ds ckn 

izdkf'kr fd;k x;kA 

xksnku dk mnwZ laLdj.k dk vuqokn çfl) mnwZ dfo eqa'kh bd+cky oekZ lsgj gFkxkeh 

}kjk fd;k x;k gSA nks n'kd ckn] 1957 esa ;g vaxzsth esa t; jru vkSj ih- yky }kjk 

vkSj fQj ls 1968 esa t‚MZu lh- jksMjesy] tkfd vius vki esa ,d Dykfld ekus tkrs 

gSa] muds }kjk vuqokn fd;k x;k FkkA miU;kl dk Hkkjr dh çeq[k Hkk"kkvksa vkSj Ýsap] 

teZu rFkk :lh Hkk"kkvksa esa vuqokn gks pqdk gSA 

çsepan ds vf/kdrj izdk'kuksa ds ckjs esa ,d cgl jgh gS vkSj ,slk gh xksnku ds lkFk 

jgkA gkykafd] miyC/k i= dks"k us çdk'ku o"kZ ls lacaf/kr fookn dks [kRe djus esa  

mi;ksxh dke fd;k vkSj vc ;g Li"V :i ls ebZ 1936 ds :i esa LFkkfir gks x;k gSA 

glkeqn~nhu xkSjh ds fy, 19 ekpZ 1935 dks fy[ks çsepan ds ,d i= ls ;g Li"V gS fd 

çsepan Lo;a pkgrs Fks fd miU;kl ds mnwZ laLdj.k dks tkfe;k edrck }kjk çdkf'kr 

fd;k tk,A  

  



miU;kl dh yksdfç;rk bl ij fVdh gqbZ gS fd blds ik= Hkkjr ds yk[kksa xjhc vkSj 

nhu yksxksa dk çfrfuf/kRo djrs gSa vkSj çsepan tehankjksa dh euekuh ls c<+ jgh 

leL;kvksa dk foLrkj ls o.kZu djrs gSaA fujk'kktud fLFkfr esa vke vkneh ds vfLrRo 

ds la?k"kZ dks nckus ds fy, laiUu lkekftd vkSj /kkfeZd Bsdsnkjksa ds fu/kkZfjr ekunaMksa 

ds izfr xjhc vkSj nhu yksxksa dh LokHkkfod çfrfØ;kvksa }kjk muds fu;a=.k ls ijs 

ifjfLFkfr;ksa ds fy, ,d lkoZHkkSfed vihy bl miU;kl esa gSA 

çsepan dh dgkfu;ksa dks Ldwyksa vkSj d‚yst ds ikBîØe esa fu/kkZfjr fd;k x;k gS] nksuksa 

esa vkSipkfjd ikBîØe ds :i esa vkSj vukSipkfjd rkSj ij iwjs Hkkjr esa lHkh Lrjksa ij 

v/;;u fd;k tkrk gSA mudh dgkfu;ksa dk O;kid :i ls ukVî :ikarj Hkh fd;k x;k 

gSA bls igyh ckj 1963 esa jktdqekj] egewn vkSj 'kf'k dyk vfHkuhr ,d fganh fQYe 

ds :i esa vkSj ckn esa 2004 esa fufeZr fd;k x;k] bldk ,d 26 ,filksM dk Vhoh 

lhfj;y rgjhj&,&çsepan] çfrf"Br ys[kd xqyt+kj }kjk iVdFkk vkSj funsZ'ku  ds lkFk 

nwjn'kZu }kjk fufeZr fd;k x;kA  

 

 

MkW- lkbek lbZn 

Ekkun mi ehfM;k leUo;d 

tkfe;k fefYy;k bLykfe;k 

 

 






