Sociology of Religion
M.A. (Hons.) Sociology, Semester II ,2020

Course Objective:

This course is designed to examine faith as a mode of reason and attempts
to distinguish between the theological and the sociological approaches to it.
It problematizes the definition of religion and uses the multiplicity within
religions to critique hegemonic, unitary models that serve to homogenize
and reify an incoherent, messy experience.

Further, the course seeks to familiarize students with the sociological
coordinates of contemporary debates around religion that one encounters in
the contemporary world. The possibilities of democracy and dialogue
enabled through religion have to be understood alongside events like
banning of the veil in France, rise of Islamophobia post 9/11. Particularly in
the context of the present, the (in)translatablity of traditional formats onto
the digitalopen up ways of thinking about religion that nudge us to rethink
and reassess the human relationship with the divine that is mediated by
technology.

Learning Qutcomes:

After successful completion of the present course, the student should be
able to:

1. Understand the manner in which religion as a worldview competes
with other modes of conceptualizing the world.

2. Examine in a comparative manner, the link between religion and
identity and the manner in which it is constructed.

3. Develop a nuanced understanding of the political economy that
sustains and is sustained by religion in public life.

4. Question the ease (or lack thereof) of translating religion onto virtual
spaces.

5. Develop insights regarding the creative potential of religion that
contributes to particular forms of the artistic and the aesthetic.

Unit I:Religion as Worldview

1. Ideas, Institutions and Practices
2. Sociological approachto religion e -
3. Religion/ non-religion and multiplicities within
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Unit II: Religion in the Everyday

1. Comparing religions: Identity and Ethics
2. Intersections: Caste and Gender

3. Sects,Saints and shrines, Novel forms of religiosity

Unit III: Religion and Dialogue

1. Religion in the virtual realm
2. Secularism, Communalism and Fundamentalism
3. Religion and Creativity
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