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Israel: Politics and Society 
 

Semester I 
 
Course Teacher: Dr. Sujata A. Cheema 
Email: scheema@jmi.ac.in 
Phone: (0) 9999496850 
Office: Centre for West Asian Studies,  
            Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi 
 
 
Course Description  
 
The course will introduce students to the myriad issues facing Israeli society and the 
major debates in Israeli politics. It will begin with a brief description of Zionism and the 
creation of Israel, with emphasis on particular landmarks in Israel’s political history. It 
will further examine Israel’s political institutions, electoral system, political parties and 
their ideologies, social movements, political economy, and non-state actors. A study of 
the different divisions in Israeli society, along national, ethnic, religious, political, and 
identity lines will introduce the students to complex and variegated nature of Israeli 
society. The impact of Arab-Israeli conflict on society relations (Arab-Jewish) and 
notions of state security will also be addressed.  
 
 
Course Schedule  
 
Part I. Historical and Political Background  

1. Setting of Israeli Politics: Issues of conflict, security, and development 
2. Jewish History: Quest for Homeland, Zionism and founding of  Israel  
3. State Formation and founding of Israeli society 
4. The travails of the early state: political, economic, and social development 

 
Part II Political Institutions and Processes  

1. Political Parties, the Electoral System and State Institutions  
2. Mass mobilisation: Issues and Methods 
3. Factors influencing Governance  
4. Political Processes and Changes 

 
Part III. Social Divisions 

1. The Ethnic Divide: Ashkenazim and Mizrachim  
2. The Religious Divide: Secular and Religious Jews 
3. The National Divide: Jews and Arabs  
4. The Ideological Divide: Zionists and Post-Zionists 
5. The Political Divide: Hawks and Doves  
6. The Identity Divide: Jews and Israelis 
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Part IV. Nature of the State and Peace Process 
1. Defence and Foreign Policy  
2. Impact of Palestinian-Israeli social relations & political culture 
3. Notions of state security: Internal and External  
4. Wither Peace Process  
5. The future of Israel  
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The students are also encouraged to search for reading material related to politics in Israel 
on the Internet using popular search engines. 
 
Method of Instruction: Lectures would be held thrice a week. Questions, discussion and 
debate during classes are strongly encouraged. Students are expected to keep abreast with 
current events in Israel. Ha’aretz, Israel’s leading daily newspaper, and, The Jerusalem 
Post, Israel’s oldest English-language daily newspaper are available for free on the 
Internet.  
 
Method of Assessment: A mid-term exam would consist of essay questions based upon 
the topics covered up to that point. In addition, a term paper addressing an appropriate 
question and/or issue, submitted on the last day of the class, will form a part of the final 
assessment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


