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"Jamnalal Bajaj was not born to wealth. But,

early in life, he inherited a fortune left to him

by the rich merchant who had adopted him as

his grandson. He was born in a poor family in a

waterless village, Kashi-ka-Bas, in the old

Jaipur State, on November 4, 1889. He was

only five when he became, through a

miraculous chain of events, the grandson and
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heir, by adoption, to Bachhraj Bajaj, a
businessman and philanthropist from Sikar, a
principality in Jaipur State, who had settled in
Wardha.""f
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"He was a shy, sensitive, intelligent and proud

boy, and quickly learnt to read and write

Marathi. Seth Bachhraj, who himself was

practically unlettered, did not set much store by
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formal education. The old Seth was getting on
in years; his health was not too robust; he was
in ahurry to initiate his grandson into the family
business. So,Jamnalal, who had entered the
school at the age of six, was taken out of it four

years later." ¢
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"He had already come to regard Gandhiji as his
guru and follow him. But now he decided to
'adopt' Gandhiji as his 'father' and become his
'fifth son'. Gandhiji was at first surprised at this
stage request, but he nevertheless agreed to
it. Thus Jamnalal became Gandhiji's adopted
son, and Gandhiji became his adopted father.
The first adoption in the family of Seth
Bachhraj was legal and made without the full
knowledge and consent of the adoptee. This
time the adoption was only moral, but
consciously made by both parties and was

highly consequential for the lives of both." 2
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"How many people know or remember that one
of the earliest donations of Jamnalal, who knew
very little science, was towards the
establishment of a research laboratory of the
celebrated Indian botanist and biologist,
Jagdish Chandra Bose?" =
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