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NATURE GEOGRAPHY 

Stars too shiny Sun too bright 
Beauty of sea shores in moonlight 

 
One should know how it feels 

Standing on the hill top in mild 
breeze 

 
Nothing as sensational as Ocean’s 

Waves 
Thundering clouds and rain with 

hails 
 

Savanas, Prairies, Downs and 
Grasslands 

Desert, Rockies, Valleys and Islands 
 

All the distinct features of ground 
Beauty of Heavens just came down 

 
 -Rafia Khan 
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Semester II 
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NOVA GEOGRAPHIES 

 

Being the president of the Geography Association, it is a moment of great 

satisfaction for me to introduce the e-Journal published by the Subject 

Association of Geography Department of Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi in 

2016. The e-Journal named as “Nova Geographies” represents the 

viewpoints of as well as talent of the students studying geography. Since 

geography is fast becoming both trans-disciplinary and multi disciplinary in 

nature, through the platform of the journal, the students will be motivated 

for innovative writings and feel confident in expressing their viewpoints to 

a variety of audience. This exposure to the wider world will introduce them 

in the world of geography and allied subjects as well which will pay them 

certainly in future. I must congratulate the student editorial board team 

and Advisor of the Subject Association of Geography Department for this 

good start and wish all of them a successful future ahead. 

 

Prof. Shahnaz Parveen 
Head of Department of Geography 

Jamia Millia Ialamia 
 

 

Head of Department of Geog 



Note from the Jamia Geography Association 

2015-2016 

We the office bearers of Jamia Geography Association (2015-16) feel elated that our efforts have 

been fruitful in the shape of an e-Journal, Nova Geographies in which we have tried to bring 

forward the ideas of young geographers of our department through their contributions in the 

form of essays, featured articles, reportage, poetry and photos. 

We are thankful to our honorable Vice Chancellor, Prof. Talat Ahmad for being the 

source of motivation and encouragement and giving us permission to launch this e-Journal. We 

are also thankful to our respected Head of the Department and the President of Subject 

Association Prof. Shahnaz Parveen for her kind support, constructive suggestions, sustained 

interest and constant encouragement in bringing out this e-journal.  We are thankful to our 

advisor Dr. Taruna Bansal who has always been a source of inspiration and has maintained our 

interest in this academic endeavor and gave direction to our team of editors. Last but not the 

least we are thankful to all those budding and young geographers who contributed to this e-

journal. 

Considering the various views of readers and students Nova Geographies carries a variety 

of write-ups based on the different aspects concerning to environment, society and upcoming 

branches of knowledge  in the discipline of geography. The e-journal also presents a photo 

gallery featuring photographs on the themes of life in the campus and nature. The various 

activities conducted by present Jamia Geography Association have also been featured through 

photographs. Various experiences of Foreign Students studying in the department have been 

also reflected here for a view of the geography as a discipline. 
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Life in Jamia Campus 

 

 

 

  

 

DEVESHWAR and RAHUL 

M.A/M.Sc.  Geography 

Semester II 

“Jamia is the epitome of hard 

work, determination and self-
reliance and above all the secular 
ambience which is the prominent 
identity of all Indians 

” 
           Lush green campus, supportive 

teachers as oceans of knowledge, elegant 

environment for learning and much more to 

be acknowledged which cannot be wrapped 

up in few words when you are set to write 

about Jamia Millia Islamia. 

 We completed our graduation from 

University of Allahabad which is famously 

known as Oxford of the East and came to 

unfold our M.Sc experience with Jamia. It 

started with suspicion whether we will have 

sparkling and amiable atmosphere in jamia. 

From the very first day, Jamia had been a 

perfect turf serving us a new experience 

each day. The very spirit of a university is to 

learn not just your subject but each and 

every skill apart from it with the same gusto. 

A series of  persistent events  such as 

conferences ,seminars  and  other   such 

activities  have been  very fruitful  in 

developing  communication  skills and self 

confidence. We were able to interact with 

eminent scientist, professors and many 

others scholars from varied spheres 

including politics, cinema, law etc. Within 

the department, apart from regular teaching, 

we had a chance to listen and learn from 

very informative series of invited lectures. 

The speakers from eminent institutes both 

from within and outside India were invited 

especially for lectures on disaster 

management which is so much relevant to 

present day world. It was a thrilling 

experience to hear Prof. Iain S Stewart, from 

 Plymouth University, UK who is a well 

known figure for BBC and National 

Geographic Channel.  The Cultural   Events 

organised by Jamia geography association 

under the title AL-Geographia proved to be 

an enriching experience. It was a perfect 

amalgamation of leisure and learning. 

The infrastructure of Jamia is highly 

commendable. It is blessed with a world 

class library. The availability of e-resource 

section is the icing on the cake. It is literally 

a blessed haven for the learners. Myriad 

books penned down by prominent authors 

related to our courses satisfied our thrust for 

knowledge. We cherished the late night 

studying at the reading halls (opened till 2 

am). Besides, the Wi-Fi facility offers a 

great exposure to worldwide development 
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and comes in handy for fishing out 

information at ease. 

Jamia has a proud historical 

background and was established on the call 

of Gandhi Ji’s Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Jamia is the epitome of hard work, 

determination and self-reliance and above 

all the secular ambience which is the 

prominent identity of all Indians. Our 

campus was unswayed with the recent 

virulent incidents which was a bitter 

experience for the whole country. I came 

across a very heart warming fact that once 

upon a time in Jamia the HOD of 

Department of Urdu was a Hindu and that of 

Hindi Department was a Muslim professor. 

Our campus has plethora of stories of such 

love and brotherhood.  

             Our journey till now had been a very 

fantastic experience as a student in the 

department of geography and we pray for 

the progress and popularity of our Jamia. 

We are determined to bring laurels for it as a 

tribute by our side. 
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Rikza Imtiyaz 

B.A/ B.Sc(H) Geography 

Semester II 

“Jamia - A place that has all 

the seven colours in it but still 
seems colourless for those who 
don't understand and a true 
jamian is the one who looks 
through the dispersed light of 
the glass prism of  Jamia 
Millia Islamia and appreciates 
its true colours. 

“             
Though it has been only six months of my 

life in Jamia, but I had the opportunity to 

meet hundreds of other of lives. 

Jamia is just a name for outsiders but for us 

it is a world comprising of different cultures, 

personalities and people.  

If you ask me what jamia gave me in these 

months, I would clearly say nothing but 

gave me lessons. I am a learner who is 

learning new things in Jamia. This 

university isn't just teaching me the world’s 

geography but is helping me to understand 

& shape my geography too. 

Changing a short temper person to a highly 

patient person who listens to all the illogical 

jokes of the canteen wala like the "AALU 

KA PARATHA", when the hunger is at its 

peak. I have also changed from an 

irresponsible person to a highly responsible 

person by being the CR. Transforming into 

an elegant lady from a random school girl 

and much more. This is an ongoing process 

which only gives you good things and just 

expects your love and concern for the 

university. Life in Jamia millia is not always 

a beautiful rainbow but sometimes the 

gloomiest shade of grey too, but that's ok 

because this is the initial platform that will 

make us emotionally, spiritually and 

individually strong.  

At last, I quote life in jamia as “A place that 

has all the seven colours in it but still seems 

colourless for those who don't understand 

and a true Jamian is the one who looks 

through the dispersed light of the glass 

prism of  Jamia Millia Islamia and 

appreciates its true colours. " 
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Samiksha jha 

B.A/ B.Sc(H) Geography 

Semester VI 

 “When I look to Jamia 

then I feel ITS A HOME 
AWAY FROM HOME. 

“ 

When I look to the great doors of Jamia it 

reminds me of some classy historical doors 

and when I look to well built army retired 

guards of Jamia it makes me imagine some 

warriors of Mahabharata era and when I 

look to Jamia then I feel ITS A HOME 

AWAY FROM HOME. The life in Jamia is 

so cosmopolitan so realistic .the good part is 

that Jamia is not trapped in so called 

snobbishness. Jamia has its own cultural 

fragrance which attracts students from all 

over the world. You can find adorable 

Afghanis loving Africans sweet Japanese 

and a lot more. Jamia represents whole 

India. I don’t understand nor Malayalam 

neither Manipuri but when they talk among 

themselves their expressions shows they are 

very happy in Jamia. Everybody is so like 

family in here. You can find some 

bookworms in library till 2 am and you can 

find fun lover in central canteen area or 

hygienic area. You can find amazing artist in 

fine arts and fabulous upcoming journalists 

in mass communication. Jamia is a shelter 

for future activists and scientists and most 

importantly for geographers. 

 The life in Jamia is so mesmerizing that it 

inculcates many good things in you if you 

are ready to take and definitely after Jamia 

life will offer you a lot. 

This is my Jamia so pure some traditional 

and a hub for diversity. 
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Geography and Me 

 

 

 

SUFIA REHMAN 

M.A. / M.Sc.  Geography 

Semester II 

 

“For me geography is just 

not a subject at all but door 
to a dream world 

 “ 

For me geography is just not a subject 

at all but door to  a dream world. Whatever I 

am now is because of this subject. Before  

my graduation,  I never thought that I would 

learn such a subject like geography because 

basically I am a student of arts and about 

arts all I like is colour, style, rhythm, etc. 

After taking geography as a subject, my 

thrust for art is satisfied as I am learning this 

subject through its charm of learning 

through beautiful colored maps. Maps as a 

mean of communication I used to read in 

books but I experienced it  in the geography 

classes when wall maps,  atlases and map 

pointing was taught.  Gradually I have come 

to know that how effective is the language 

of a map and how it helps in visualizing 

what we are learning as a text. 

 

 Initially the colored maps  attracted 

me to learn geography as  a subject, and 

slowly I learned that it has a lot more of 

things with unique charm like learning not 

only about the universe ,how the planet 

formed, what makes its happen, why we just 

stuck it to this planet etc. All the questions 

used to intrigue me are being satisfactorily 

answered through geography as a science of 

spatial relationship between man and 

environment. I know that I have to learn 

much more in future through geography as a 

subject with the help of maps and there is no 

regret from an art loving student for taking 

geography for post graduate course.  
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Semester IV 

 Varsha Priyadarshini 

M.A,/M.Sc. Geography 

 

“Geography has introduced me to 

the realities of day-to-day lives 

simply and beautifully, exactly how 

and why I related with nature as a 

kid. 

” 

 

I am a nature lover. I have always been 

fascinated by its beauty and simplicity. That 

being said I was a kid when I fancied a 

world of Narnia to be true. Growing up I 

have seen and learned that many other 

forces are in action besides natural. On 

learning further I have come to know all our 

knowledge exists and actions happen in a 

real world of Planet Earth. Geography has 

introduced me to the realities of day-to-day 

lives simply and beautifully, exactly how 

and why I related with nature as a kid. It’s 

my fifth year I am studying Geography so 

closely and I am gradually able to visualize 

the fine knitting of threads of 

interconnections which actually is one 

important key to our sustainability and 

survival. One of our externals during 

practical viva rightly pointed out for all our 

imaginations to work and actions to be 

implemented each one of us needs an area 

and some space. We as geographers hold 

that responsible position of determining 

which region is befitting for which work. As 

a responsible geographer it’s upon me to 

ensure the best of solutions to worst of 

problems occurring in a specified 

geographic location. I say I haven’t chosen 

geography, the subject has chosen me for I 

haven’t failed to connect, verify and re-

verify relevance of any topic with 

geography. All our subject needs is our 

sincere efforts and advocacy to keep it fresh 

and alive. We need a true geographer’s 

perspective. At the end of the day 

Geography has taught me to be able to 

manage people and phenomena of one 

whole region. Geography helps me serve 

mankind better and effectively. I don’t think 

there’s any nobler task than this. This isn’t 

my over-confidence speaking, this is my 

very own down-to-earth nurtured geographic 

perspective roaring, but humbly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 



 

Md.Nawazuzzoha 

B.A/B.SC (H) Geography 

Semester VI 

 

“..Studying geography helps us 

and appreciate the diversity in life 
of different geographical units and 
enable us to overcome or combat 
with causalities in our life to great 
extent. 

”         
Geography is unique discipline which 

describes all the existing system of the Earth 

and Universe. In broadest manner, we can 

say that, it is an education for life and living 

because it have unique identity and this 

uniqueness come to exist due to its dualistic 

nature. 

As I see, geography is interesting subject or 

discipline and it exist very aspects of daily 

life, it is because geography studies man in 

relation to his environment. Studying 

geography helps us and appreciates the 

diversity in life forms and enables us to 

overcome or combat with causalities in our 

life in great extent. In geography by formal 

learning, doing field work, through travel, 

experience we get knowledge about 

geography and all knowledge what we get 

through all that ways help us all to be more 

socially and environmentally sensitive, 

informed and responsible citizen as student 

or employ in a society. All these only come 

in geography and it is only one discipline 

which explains all aspects of our 

surrounding very beautifully and logically. 

Learning geography will create citizens who 

are able to understand and want to do 

something about some of major concern 

issues of India and the world which includes 

hazards, regional conflict, different crisis, 

globalization etc. 

As we are experiencing or know that we 

Indians suffering from different problems 

such as drainage pattern, sewage system, 

industrial development, fresh water crisis, 

un-plane development activities, drought, 

flood, landslide. By applying geographical 

knowledge properly we combat withal these 

problems at greater extent. I think for 

achieving peak, India should have to 

promote geographical knowledge village to 

village to their human asset to control 

political, economical and moral leadership 

of the world because INDIA exist in village. 
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ISMAT CHUGHTAI 

B.A/ B.Sc (H) Geography 

Semester II 

 

 

“..what I like about my subject 

is that it allows us to explore the 
relationship between man and 
environment, be it an urban 
landscape or the physical 
environment.. 
“ 

Jamia, like most of the students was my 

dream college too. And on my first day, I 

understood that all of them, who used to say 

that this university has a very diverse 

culture, were right. And then I was 

introduced to my subject: geography. I 

remember that the first lecture was of 

climatology (as the name suggests, it is the 

study of climate) and it was quite interesting 

and well, easy too. After a few days I 

realized that no, it is not an easy subject but 

the interesting part was still there and then I 

solemnly decided that this is what I want to 

do. 

I learned that geography is not an easy 

subject. It is multidisciplinary. It is the study 

of the surface of the earth, it is relative every 

single thing we do, what we eat, what 

transport we use for our daily needs, where 

we live and what our houses are made of. 

And what I like about my subject is that it 

allows us to explore the relationship 

between man and environment, be it an 

urban landscape or the physical environment 

and environmental issues and management. 

It is not about marking rivers on the maps. 

We learn about data analysis, remote 

sensing, geographic information system and 

global positioning system (yes, the necessity 

of our life, the GPS is studied in geography). 

We study ecology and the concepts of 

ecosystem and biospheres. We study about 

the physics of climate change, the chemistry 

of weather events and disaster management. 

We are taught about the representation of 

the socio-economic data like, population 

distribution and its growth.  

Geography is a multidisciplinary subject. It 

is intrinsically interesting and valuable. And 

the most fun part of my subject (especially 

for people like me who want variety in 

everything) is that it has a bit of every 

subject; Economics, History, Chemistry, 

Biology, Physics, yes geography includes it 

all! 
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DOES INDIA NEED 

SMART CITIES? 

 

 
 

Shubhra Sparsha 

B.A. /B.Sc.(H) Geography, 

Semester II 

 

 

Before I give my 

reasons for giving a ‘YES’ 

vote to this question, 

debated on the pitch of 

AL-Geographia, let’s 

pause to have a look at our 

present cities. What do you 

see...? 

Tall concrete buildings, 

highways with pits and 

holes, congested streets, 

annoying traffic jams....and 

what about the people..? 

Morning starts with tired 

faces greeting behind 

office laptops, day passes 

with angry public 

struggling for water, 

electricity, school 

admissions and evening 

comes with metros packed 

with exhausted breaths. 

Does it not look like the 

picture of a defeated city 

where living is a daily 

battle? Can we still think 

that our cities need no 

change? Well obviously 

No. Rather smart cities are 

the very need of the hour.. 

    A Smart city is the one 

outfitted with high tech 

parameters to perk-up the 

living standards of its 

citizens .Life in a smart 

city would go bingo 

,providing 24*7 water and 

electricity supply, waste 

water recycling systems, 

sensors detecting sewer 

leakages and also well 

planned complexes for 

accommodation. 

 
There will be setting up of 

sky bridges, expanding of 

underground stations, 

online booking of the 

parking slots and 

intelligent traffic 

management system 

through ICTs will reduce 

the traffic congestion on 

roads. 

    Now the question hovers 

over our villages-what 

about them..? Well as 

predicted “the rate of 

migration from rural to 

urban will reach 70% by 

2050”.So PM Modi’s 

vision of setting 1oo smart 

cities in India will be 

indeed helpful in sharing 

the loads of over-crowded 

cities like Delhi, Mumbai, 

Bangalore. Moreover 

according to a data, The 

number of internet users in 

rural areas has grown upto 

190 million in 2014 and 

will reach over 550 million 

by 2018.This clearly shows 

that in today’s date no one 

wants to remain off-beat. 

Even our village 

population is catching up 

with digitisation quickly 

and by 2018 they will 

stand on equal footing with 

the urban population in 

terms of internet usage. 

Thus the online services of 

smart cities could be 

accessed even by the 

villagers. This will help to 

create ‘smart villages’ in 

India. 

Presently India is sick of 

several diseases say, 

poverty. Yes ,’India has 

172 million people below 

poverty line today. But to 

reduce this poverty we 

cannot redistribute the 

wealth rather the only way 

is the generation of wealth, 

which is possible through 

the smart city mission. 

This will attract foreign 

investments and will 

distribute employment 

opportunities evenly over 

different state regions. 

    Smart houses can have 

glass house on its terraces 

where veggies can be 

grown. Moreover the 

expansion of market 

economy and its nearness 

to rural areas will reduce 
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costs involved in the 

producer-consumer chains 

and hence keep price hike 

under control. 

    Smart cities will be 

serving as linkage dots on 

the industrial corridors and 

will thus push up the 

industrialisation of the 

country. 

    The efficient ICT based 

disaster management 

techniques will act as 

lifebuoy for the residents 

of Chennai, Srinagar, etc. 

     Apart from all these, 

smart city components like 

lung-fresh city parks , 

well-marked jogging 

tracks, fancy street benches 

and furniture , Wi-Fi 

hotspots on the bus stands 

,etc will not only beautify 

our cities but will beautify 

the lives of city people. 

     As I wind up, my mind 

converges to a simple 

question-“Who knows the 

End? What has risen may 

sink and what has sunk 

may rise.... the best way to 

predict the future is to 

create it”. We humans are 

already in war with the 

changing earth’s climate. 

So we must not forget that 

the battle for life on earth 

will be won or lost in our 

cities. We must remember 

the legacy carved on the 

canvas of history by our 

proud Ancient cities. Time 

has come for us to make 

our cities’ hearts pump 

again. So lets Dream Big. 

Let us build the cities of 

the future today. Lets build 

a ‘Smart INDIA of the 

Smart PEOPLE’. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION ONLY 

TEACHES US TO BE 

COMPETITIVE NOT 

COOPERATIVE 

 

 
 

Sana Rafi 

B.A. /B.Sc.(H) Geography 

Semester IV 

 

It is rightly said that 

education only teaches us 

to be competitive not 

cooperative because in this 

21st century if a nation is 

to ensure its own economic 

as well as educational 

success , it must maintain a 

highly competitive 

educational system in 

which students compete 

among themselves and 

against students from other 

countries. If a person is 

competitive he will 

consider everything as a 

challenge and people 

around him as his 

competitors, whereas a 

person who is cooperative 

will not only help his 

friends or peers but will 

also try to keep things at 

ease. 

I do not think that it is a 

good idea to design an 

educational system that 

focuses mainly on 

competition, since a little 

competition might produce 

the desired result where as 

in the long run too much 

competition can be 

destructive. In fact, being 

competitive fixes our focus 

externally on marking and 

beating the progress of 

others with whom we 

compete. Such external 

motivation can direct our 

attention away from 

creative solution to our 

problems and away from 

important human values 

like tolerance, cooperation 

and fair-play. The most 

important drawback of it is 

that the increasing 

competitive atmosphere 

places a tremendous 

burden of stress and 

anxiety on all children 

including the very young 

ones which is detriment 

their personal growth and 

development, and is 

driving them away from 

the joy of learning. 

I believe that our national 

economy will be better 

promoted by an 

educational system that 

encourages cooperative 

learning among students 

along with competition. An 

environment of 

cooperation encourages us 

to discover our common 

goals and the best way to 
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achieve them. Moreover, 

cooperation increases a 

greater creativity & 

productivity than 

competition, and for this 

we must know that 

education is a significant 

dimension of the long term 

process of building peace, 

tolerance, justice, inter-

cultural understanding & 

civic responsibilities. 

It is, however, ridiculous 

that on the one hand we are 

showing our serious 

concern for improving 

educational system to be 

more cooperative than 

competitive, and on the 

other hand, we are 

compelling students to 

commit suicide by putting 

excessive load of 

curriculum which keeps 

them in suffocating and 

unhealthy environment of 

spiteful competition. We 

are actually squeezing out 

all pleasure & enjoyment 

by making our educational 

system more and more 

mechanical, stereotyped 

and rote learning oriented. 

There is hardly any 

breathing space and little 

scope for encouraging 

creativity of the individual 

child or adolescent. 

To conclude, I would like 

to say that competition can 

provide a stimulus to the 

achievements and rewards, 

but I believe it would be 

unwise to make 

competition the 

centerpiece of our 

education system; in fact 

we must stand to reap 

greater benefits including 

economic gains through 

cooperative learning. 

 

 

SELF HELP GROUP - 

AN EFFECTIVE 

APPROACH TO 

WOMEN 

EMPOWERMENT 

 

 

Bushra Mohib 

M.A./ M.Sc. Geography 

Semester II 

 

“Women’s empowerment 

and their full participation 

on the basis of equality in 

all spheres of society are 

fundamental for the 

achievement of equality, 

development and peace” 

- Preface to the 

Platform for Action 

adopted by the 

Fourth World 

Conference on 

Women, Beijing-

1995 

Need and Importance of 

SELF HELP GROUP 

(SHG) - 

A Self Help Group 

(SHG) is characterized as a 

“self-represented, peer 

controlled data group of 

individuals with 

comparable financial 

foundation and having a 

craving to perform 

collectively for common 

purpose". It is thecasual 

relationship of the poor 

made at the grass root level 

with the end goal of 

empowering individuals to 

profit out of shared help 

solidarity and joint 

accountability. It is shaped 

willingly by the urban and 

rural poor to spare and add 

to a common fund to be 

loaned to its individuals 

according to collective 

choice and for working for 

social and monetary 

elevates of their families 

and group.  

As Self-Help Group 

(SHG) are small and 

financially homogeneous 

liking groups of provincial 

poor, they are willingly 

meeting up for 

accomplishing the 

following:- 

i. To spare little measure of 

wage consistently.  

ii. To commonly consent 

to contribute a typical 

asset.  

iii. To meet their crisis 

needs  

iv. To have aggregate basic 

leadership.  
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v. To give guarantee free 

loans with terms chosen by 

the group members at the 

business sector driven 

rates.  

vi. Entrepreneurship 

improvement.  

vii. To create linkage with 

establishment of NGOs.  

viii. To arrange preparing 

for expertise improvement.  

ix. To help in recuperation 

of credits.  

Self-Help Group 

(SHG)is important to 

overcome exploitation to 

make rural people 

economically self-reliance, 

especially among 

womenwho are forthe most 

part imperceptible in the 

social structure. These 

groups empower them to 

meet up for basic target 

and pick up quality from 

each other to manage 

abuse, which they are 

confronting in a few 

structures.  

Self-Help Group 

(SHG)assumes a critical 

part in separating between 

customer credit and 

creation credit, 

investigating a credit 

framework for its 

suggestion and changes in 

economy, society and 

giving simple access to 

credit and encouraging , 

gathering for compelling 

control, guaranteeing 

reimbursements and 

congruity through 

gathering elements; setting 

obvious standards for loan 

costs, reimbursement 

plans, incubation period, 

augmentation, composing 

of terrible obligations; and 

helping bunch individuals 

in accessing the formal 

credit organizations.  

Today, the Self-Help 

Group (SHG) development 

is progressively 

acknowledged as 

advancement in the field of 

rural credit in numerous 

developing nations 

including India to help the 

provincial poor considered 

a vehicle to come to the 

burdened and 

underestimated area, which 

in the typical course can't 

benefit credit facility from 

the bank.Therefore, self-

help group dispenses 

microcredit to the rural 

women with the end goal 

of making them ambitious 

women and urging them to 

go into entrepreneurial 

activities. Credits needs of 

the urban and rural poor 

women are totally satisfied 

through the SHGS. Thus 

SHGs function on the 

principle of the five points: 

i. Propagator of 

Voluntarism.  

ii. Practitioner of Common 

Help  

iii. Provider of Timely 

Emergency Loan 

iv. Promoter of Thrift and 

saving, and  

v. Purveyor of Credit.  

source:http://rastaindia.org/p

roject/women-empowerment/ 

Self Help Group is a 

Strategic Tool for 

WOMEN'S 

EMPOWERMENT- 

 

source:https://eastern-

today.com 

Essentially, Women's 

empowerment is the 

procedure in which women 

separately and collectively 

become dynamic, learned, 

and goal oriented actors 

who support activities that 

helps to overcome sex 

disparities or gender 

inequalities. Empowerment 

of women means 

harnessing women power 

and urging them to work 

towards accomplishing 

anhonourable and fulfilling 
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lifestyle through 

confidence and 

competence as persons self 

respect, rights and 

obligations. SHGs have, 

actually, rose as one of the 

real systems for the 

convergence of activities 

and administrations.  

SHGs are novel and 

imaginative hierarchical 

for the women’s welfare. It 

improves the capacity of 

women in terms of 

Leadership Quality and 

Organizing the 

Administration of SHGs 

without anyone else's input 

in order to have 

authoritative limit. The 

SHGs have focussed on 

ability advancement, 

facilitating generation, 

accessing credit from 

monetary establishments 

for smaller scale venture, 

teaching thrift and 

administration of credit for 

the financially deprived 

sections of women. 

Strategies for 

empowerment must, in this 

manner, concentrate on 

monetary rebuilding to 

incorporate rebuilding of 

social relations which 

constraint and restrain 

women. Participation with 

a group gives women the 

"perceptibility" and gives 

them a legitimate forum to 

explain their necessities. It 

allows a gradual building 

of their ability through 

sharing that upgrades 

participatory development. 

Thus, the SHGs are 

the offshoots of the 

alternateimprovement. It is 

the forum for the collective 

voice of a women and poor 

against common 

persecution and 

exploitation to understand 

the individual and common 

issues and enhance their 

skill and ability to 

manageresource and 

assets. The SHGs can 

forge linkages with a 

specific end goal to see 

that the poor are viably 

served and empowered. 

 

AN OVERVIEW OF 

DELHI’S ODD-EVEN 

POLICY 

 

 
  

Zoya Khan  

B.A/ B.Sc. Geography(H) 

Semester II 

 

Recent WHO report 

reveals Delhi one of the 

most polluted cities in the 

world. The growing 

population has led to 

increase in the numbers of 

vehicles about 4.7 million 

in 2010 to nearly 26 

million by 2030. The total 

energy consumption has 

also risen by 57 % from 

2001 to 2011. 

Recent report in the 

University of Surrey in the 

United Kingdom by a team 

of researchers has found 

city suffering from a toxic 

blend of geography, 

growth, poor energy 

sources and unfavourable 

weather that is ultimately 

leading a high level of air 

pollution. 

In view of these 

scourging effects and its 

threats, Delhi Government 

started Odd -Even traffic 

policy on a pilot basis for 

15 days starting from 1 

January 2016. This 

measure was enforced to 

control vehicular pollution 

that contributes to heavy 

smog and bad air quality in 

the national capital. 

 

According to the rule, 

on even days only those 

cars are allowed whose 

number plates are ending 

with an even number and 

on odd days and similarly 

cars with number plates 

ending with an odd number 

were allowed. 

13 
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This rule was 

effective between Monday-

Saturday between 8 AM to 

8 PM. A fine of 2000 

rupees was charged for 

non-compliance. 

Efforts taken at various 

levels for success of odd 

even rule 

Delhi government ran 

more buses on the street 

for ensuring a seamless, 

hassle-free experience for 

every day commuters. It 

ran 3000 extra buses on 

capital's road. 

Twitter helped 

Delhiites search 

information about nearest 

bus and metro stations 

simply by using the 

hashtag 

#pollutionfreeDelhi and 

entering the origin and 

destination. 

Ola, Uber started 

offering car pooling 

services, which came in 

handy for Delhiites during 

odd-even days. In fact, 

Ola’s 'Car-Pool' also 

offering people in Delhi-

NCR to pool rides using 

their private cars through 

the concern application. 

Even Delhi Metro 

ramped up its services 

during the 15-day trial 

period of the rule and ran 

198 trains to make an 

additional 365 trips every 

day. 

A website for car-

pooling was developed, 

www.odd-even.com by a 

13-year old student of 

Amity International 

School. 

The Delhi government 

plans to bring back the 

odd-even exercise not once 

but twice this year. The 

second phase, likely in 

April-May 2016, may do 

away with exemptions for 

women while the third, in 

October 2016 may include 

two wheelers in the 

scheme. 

Success of Odd Even rule 

There was less 

congestion on Delhi roads 

owing to the scheme. This 

in turn shielded people 

from direct exposure to 

pollutants. 

Reducing the number 

of cars was similarly 

bringing down levels of 

gaseous pollutants like 

oxides of nitrogen, carbon 

monoxide, carbon dioxide 

and sulphur dioxide and 

black carbon which is a 

mixture of road dust and 

vehicle fumes. 

Delhi’s Government 

report shows after the 

collection of first data 

set is a success and 

encouraging step. 

But, the fact remains 

that the per capita incomes 

of Delhi’s citizens are 

rising steadily. It stands 

now around 2.4 lakh per 

annum which is three times 

the national average. 

Therefore, efforts are also 

needed at the level of 

educating public and 

spreading awareness about 

the benefits of using public 

transportation. 

However, irrespective 

of whether the odd-even 

scheme was effective or 

not, it has surely been 

influential not just in Delhi 

but all over India as well. 

 

 

orZeku ifjn`”; esa lapkj 

ek/;e 

                          

 

Zainab Khan 

M.A./ M.Sc Geography 

Semester IV 

 

/kjrh ij vk/kqfud ekuo 

gkseks lsfi;sUl dh mRifÙk ds ckn ls 

gh Hkkoksa ds }kjk vfHkO;fDr ,oa 

vfHkO;fDr ds }kjk lwpukvksa dk 

vknku&iznku gksus yxk FkkA ijUrq 

blds izR;{k izek.k xqQk&fp=ksa] 
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izkphu ekufp=ksa] f”kykys[ksa ,oa 

rkezi=ksa ds :i  esa feyrs gSaA Hkk’kk 

ds fodkl us lwpuk lapj.k dks Bksl 

,oa oSKkfud vk/kkj iznku fd;k vkSj 

Hkk’kk ds vadu us mls le; dh /kwy 

ls vNwrk j[kk gSA  

 

lwpukvksa dks vkfn dky esa 

vafdr dj vk/kqfud dky rd <ksus 

okys bu ek/;eksas dks Hkh lapkj ek/;e 

dgk tk ldrk gSA rFkkfi orZeku 

ifjn”̀; esa lapkj] ek/;eksa dh 

ifjHkk’kk ògn ,oa foLrr̀ gks pqdh gSA 

;fn lapkj ek/;eksa dks ,d lVhd 

“kkfCnd ifjHkk’kk nh tk, rks d qN 

bl izdkj gksxh%& 

lapkj ek/;e ,d ,slh 

iz.kkyh vFkok iz.kkfy;ksa dk lewg gS 

tks lwpukvksa dk vknku&iznku ,oa 

laxzg.k djus esa l{ke gSA  

vkt ds oSKkfud ;qx esa 

lapkj ek/;e Hkh dbZ Hkkxksa esa “kkf[kr 

,oa oxhZdr̀ gks x;s gSaA tSls & 

ekl&ehfM;k] lks”ky ehfM;k] fizaV 

ehfM;k ,oa bysDVªksfud ehfM;k 

bR;kfnA ;fn bfrgkl ds >jks[kksa ls 

ns[ksa rks Kkr gksrk gS fd lapkj 

ek/;eksa dk fodkl fdrus iM+koksa ls 

gksdj orZeku lksiku rd igqapk gSA 

;g rks loZfofnr gS fd bl oSKkfud 

;qx ds iwoZ lapkj ek/;eksa dks dbZ 

dfe;ksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+k] ijUrq 

lapkj ds fy, izkphu dkyhu ;qx esa 

dbZ jkspd fof/k;k¡ Hkh viukbZ xbZ 

FkhA dcwrj ,oa /kkod }kjk lans”k 

Hkstuk rks vR;kf/kd izpfyr Fkk gh] 

vÝhdk ,oa Hkkjr ds dbZ LFkkuksa ij 

/kqa,a ,oa <ksy }kjk Hkh lwpuk dk 

lapj.k gksrk FkkA e/;dkyhu ;qx esa 

foKku dk mn; gqvk rks ekWlZ dksfMax 

,oa rkj vkfn us lqnwj lapkj dks ubZ 

fn”kk nh ,oa lwpuk lapj.k ds le; 

dks vR;kf/kd ?kVk fn;kA xzkg~e osy 

ds vkfo’dkj us rks /ofu lans”k Hkstuk 

ekuks peRdkj gh cuk MkykA ijUrq 

;s lk/ku tulk/kkj.k dh igq¡p ls ijs 

gh jgs A dsoy lSU; vf/kdkjh ,oa 

lekt dk vfHktkR; oxZ gh blls 

ykHkkfUor gks ldsA lwpuk ,oa lapkj 

dh ;g ØkfUr tu&tu rd rc 

igqaph tc fizfUVax ,oa lekpkj i=ksa 

dk mn; gqvkA  

lapkj ek/;eksa dh dgkuh 

dks iqu% u;s vk;ke nsus ,oa ubZ 

Åapkb;ksa rd ys tkus dk Js; dsoy 

oSKkfud ØkfUr dks gh tkrk gSA 

tkWg~u yksxh cs;MZ ,oa xsfy,Yeksa 

ekdksZuh nks ,sls uke jgs gSa ftudh 

[kkstksa Øe”k% Vh0oh0 ,oa jsfM;ks us 

20oha “krkCnh us  loZtu dks izR;{k 

;k ijks{k :i ls izHkkfor ,oa ykHkkfUr 

fd;k gSA  

blh rjg baVjusV ds ;qx 

dkHkh vH;qn; gqvk ftlus ehyksa dh 

nwfj;ksa dks dqN lsd.Mksa esa lesV dj 

iwjs lalkj dks ,d NksVk ?kj cuk 

fn;kA /kjrh dh okLrfod ifjf/k Hkys 

gh vkt ds le; esa dqN Hkh gks 

fdUrq lapkj dh nwjh ux.; gSA  

;g rks loZnk lR; gS fd 

vU; vk/kqfud lq[k&lqfo/kkvksa dh 

rjg vk/kqfud lapkj ds lk/ku Hkh 

,d lsod ek= gS tks ;qxksa ls ekuo 

tkfr dh lsok djrs vk, gSa vkSj 

vkt Hkh lsokjr gh gSaA ijUrq gj 

flDds ds nks igyw gksrs gSaA rst+ CysM 

ls gtker Hkh cuk;h tkrh gS vkSj 

tsc Hkh dkVh tk ldrh gSA ;g ge 

ij fuHkZj djrk gS fd ge fdlh Hkh 

lk/ku dk mi;ksx dSls djrs gSaA  

Ekkuo LoHkko lnk ls gh 

mRikrh jgk gSA “kfDr;ksa] lk/kuksa dk 

nq:I;ksx lcls vf/kd geus gh fd;k 

gS] rks lapkj ek/;eksa ds lanHkZ esa Hkh 

ge ihNs dSls jgrsA HkkSfrdokn ds 

bl ;qx esa tgka gj euq’; LokFkhZ gS 

lapkj ek/;eksa dk nq:I;ksx gksrk jgk 

gS vkSj gks jgk gSA cM+s&cM+s ehfM;k 

pSuyksa ls ysdj gekjs OgkV~l,i 

,dkmUV rd lc nwf’kr gSaA dgha 

v”yhyrk gekjh vk¡[kksa esa <walh tkrh 

gS rks dgha fj”rksa vkSj e;kZnkvksa ij 

^lkft”k* dk jax p<kdj cspk tkr 

gSA  

Hkkjrh; ijEijkvksa dks Hkqyk 

lk fn;k x;k gSA ikfjokfjd ewY; 

[kksrs tk jgs gSa] ftl /kjrh ij dHkh 

lhrk tSlh iRuh ,oa Hkjr tSlk HkkbZ 

gqvk djrk Fkk vkt ml ifo= /kjrh 

ij ,d uotkr Hkh ^lkl&cgw vkSj 

lkft+”k* ij vka¡[k [kksyrk gSA  

vkt vufxur Vh0oh0 

pSuy~l] osclkbZV~l] ,Iyhds”kal 

vkidks feyaxh] ijUrq de gh gSa tks 

lekt dh lsok dj jgs gSaA ik”pkR; 

laLd`fr ds izpkj&izlkj dks Rofjr 
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djus esa Hkh lapkj ek/;eksa dk cM+k 

gkFk gSA  

bu lcdk izHkko lekt ds 

gj oxZ ij iM+k gSA ifrr&oxZ tgka 

v”yhyrk ls cykRdkj dh vksj 

mUeq[k gks tkrk gS ogha e/; oxZ >wBs 

fn[kkos ds ihNs ij viuh vkfFkZd& 

dej rksM+ ysrk gS vkSj mPp oxZ ij 

rks ik”pkR; jax p<+ x;k gSA Hkyk 

gksrk rks fdlh dk Hkh ugha fn[krkA 

ij ;g ugh dgk tk ldrk fd 

lapkj ek/;eksa us bl cqjkbZ dks tUe 

fn;k gSA lapkj ek/;eksa us dsoy 

c<+kok fn;k gS] mRiUu rks geus gh 

fd;k gSA  

;g Hkh lR; gS fd ftl 

izdkj lapkj ds ek/;eksa us ledkyhu 

lekt ij dqizHkko Mkyk gS mlh 

izdkj iquZRFkku dh {kerk Hkh lapkj 

ek/;eksa esa gh gSA ijUrq lapkj ek/;e 

,d lk/ku ek= gS] mudk mi;ksx 

iqu% gesa gh fu/kkZfjr djuk gSA 

vkidks fu/kkZfjr djuk gSA  

vkb, lekt dh dqjhfr;ksa 

dks feVkdj iqu% ,d lkfRod lekt 

dh LFkkiuk djsaA lapkj ek/;eksa dk 

vkyacu ysdj HkVds gq, lekt dks 

osnksa dh vksj ys pysaA og lk/ku 

ftlus ;wok oxZ dks HkVdk;k gS] mlh 

ds ek/;e ls iqu% tu&tu dk 

dY;k.k djsa] iz;Ru rks djsa ghA ,d 

NksVk lk iz.k djsa fd lapkj ek/;eksa 

dk nq:i;ksx ugha djsaxsA lekt 

gels cuk gS vkSj bldks cpkuk Hkh 

gekjk gh drZO; gSA  
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ECO-TOURISM IN 

THE UNEXPLORED 

AREAS OF ASSAM 

 

 

Parimita Saikia 

M.A./ M.Sc. Geography 

Semester II 

 

 "Love and peace of mind 

do protect us. They allow 

us to overcome the 

problems that life hands 

us. They teach us to 

survive... to live now... to 

have the courage to 

confront each day" --- 

Bernie Siegel 

Tourism means the 

principle of travelling for 

pleasure. People enjoy 

travelling over different 

countries in order to see 

the places of their 

respective interests like the 

structures of ancient 

sculptures, attractive spots 

of nature and so on. So  

eco – Tourism refers to a 

form of tourism in which 

the main motivation of the 

tourist is the observation 

and appreciation of nature 

as well as tradition and 

culture prevailing in 

nature.  

North East India 

consisting of Assam, 

Meghalya, Mizoram, 

Manipur, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Nagaland, Tripura 

commonly known as 

‘Seven Sisters’ and Sikkim 

as their Brother. It has its 

head amongst the snow-

capped peaks of the eastern 

Himalayas is rich in 

biodiversity and 

indigenous cultures. The 

North East India is a 

treasure house of 

endangered species of 

plant life, animals and 

microbial resources. The 

region ranks 6 among the 

25 biodiversity regions in 

the world. It is the most 

distinctive part of the Indo-

Burma hotspot and the 

primary one between the 

two hotspots identified in 

Indian Subcontinent. Eco 

Tourism in North East 

India is an enlightening 

tour for all who are 

interested in the flora and 

fauna of the North East 

region.  

Some Eco-tourism sites 

of Assam:  

Margherita is a census 

town of Tinsukia district of 

Assam. Before getting its 

existing name, Margherita 

was known as Ma-Kum 

(Singpho, meaning the 

abode of all tribes). The 

place is a lasting tribute to 

that Italian engineer or was 

it Paganini himself, out of 

patriotism, christened the 

place in honour of Queen 

Margherita, the reigning 

Queen of Italy. The small 

sub-divisional town has 

scenic beauty though 

nothing like a tourism 

business.

 

Map of Margherita 

The town is surrounded by 

hills, tea gardens, forest 

and the Dihing River. It 

has a beautiful golf course 

at the foot of the hills and a 

small stream running 

through. The lack of 

tourism is mostly due to 

inefficient communication 

and food and lodging as it 

is situated at a remote 

location. The Dihing River 

flows through Margherita 

and the Patkai Hills are 

visible from the town. Tata 

Tea has factories in the 

locality. The main 

communities of the area 

include Ahoms, Moran, 

Nepali, Singpho, Muttock 

etc. The nearest airport is 

in Dibrugarh, 96 km away.  
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Dibru-Saikhowa National 

Park in the easternmost 

corner of the state has 

witnessed the highest 

tourist inflow, since it was 

declared a national park in 

1999. According to official 

figures, the park has been 

host to 3,956 tourists 

during the last financial 

year 2011-12. The park 

was declared a wildlife 

sanctuary in 1986 by 

uniting two reserve forests, 

Dibru and Saikhowa, 

including some other areas. 

The sanctuary is a home to 

some rare and endangered 

animals.  

 
While the other national 

parks in the state remain 

closed during the 

monsoons, Dibru-

Saikhowa being an island, 

offers the pleasure of a 

boat safari through 

wilderness in the numerous 

nallahs traversing through 

the park. The park is home 

to nearly 500 species of 

birds and most foreign 

tourists visit the place. The 

beauty of Dibru-Saikhowa, 

its orchids, bio-diversity, 

flora and fauna, are unique 

in itself. 

Jia Bhoroli, 247 km length, 

is one of the main northern 

tributaries of Brahmaputra, 

in Assam. This river is a 

best place for angling 

Golden Mahseer (a game 

fish). This destination 

holds annual Angling 

competition. This location 

offers a unique wildlife 

experience & is one of the 

last habitat of some Highly 

threatened species like 

White Winged wood Duck, 

Ibis Bill, Hornbills, Giant 

Squirrels, Tigers, 

Leopards, Clouded 

Leopard, Gaur, Indian 

Elephant etc. 

How to reach for Angling 

and Fishing Camps in Jia 

Bhoroli River? 

Air: The Guwahati airport 

is one of the nearest airport 

near to Jia Bhoroli River. 

Other airports are Jorhat, 

Dibrugarh, Tezpur, North 

Lakhimpur and Silchar to 

reach Angling and Fishing 

camps in Jia Bhoroli 

River.  

Railways: Indian railways 

network connects for 

Angling and Fishing 

camps in Jia Bhoroli River 

state to all major cities. 

Road: Road network runs 

throughout the state and 

connects to other Indian 

cities. Thus many people 

during the Jia Bhoroli 

River Angling and Fishing 

season travel by bus. 

The best time for Angling 

and Fishing camps in Jia 

Bhoroli River is October to 

March. During Jia Bhoroli 

River Angling and Fishing 

season people from all 

over India come down to 

enjoy water sports. 

Equipments required for 

fishing and angling are: 

rods, line, hooks, spoons, 

reel and nylon or Dacron 

line. Trolling and casting 

from the surf are methods 

used for fishing. A person 

should wear light brown or 

green light cotton shirts 

and shorts in Jia Bhoroli 

River Angling and Fishing 

season. 

Other Activities for 

Enjoyment at Jia Bhoroli 

River: 

One can also enjoy some 

of the popular sports like 

trekking, boating and river 

rafting during their stay at 

places around the Jia 

Bhoroli River. 

Jia Bhoroli River 

Known for its scenic 

beauty and picturesque 

landscapes, Assam today is 
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in a state of turmoil and is 

in the news for all the 

wrong reasons which have 

put fear in the psyche of 

the people to visit this 

beautiful place. I never 

thought my home is so 

beautiful until I took a 

train journey back to my 

home, Assam. For me, 

train journeys are long and 

somewhat exhausting, but 

to understand and feel the 

beauty and change of 

landscape is the best way 

to actually see and 

appreciate the scenic 

beauty here.  

 

CHENNAI FLOODS 

AND ITS 

GEOGRAPHICAL 

PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

Bilal Ibnu Shahul  

M.A./ M.Sc Geography  

Semester  II 

 

The nation had rolled 

back a loggerhead jam 

when its 4
th

 largest city had 

been grabbed under the 

mammoth hands of water 

again after 2004 tsunami 

floods.  

Started with heavy 

downpour and melted with 

near 500 deaths and 

economical loss of nearly 

1, 00,000 crore. A city 

which gets rainfall of an 

average of 30mm peaked 

into 370mm.Geographers, 

scientists and local people 

figures out many reasons 

and explanations for its 

cause. But scrutinizing all 

of it into account, the fate 

of Madras is of every 

Indian city and sprawling 

urban spaces. The lack of 

proper management in 

urbanization and 

“unethical” clearing of 

natural systems ranging 

from trees and soil to 

rivers and mountains 

figures the list on top. 

Coming to the happening 

in Chennai, the primary 

reason was the filling up of 

lakes and other water 

bodies with concrete 

constructions. It had 

reduced the capacity of 

water it can hold and also 

dislocated its drainage 

pattern. 

 

The geography of 

Chennai city and suburbs 

has been highly altered for 

the developmental 

projects. It is a clear-cut 

fact that the runway of 

Chennai international 

airport had built by land-

filling of swampy areas. 

Moreover, the 

underprivileged section of 

the society chooses the 

river-banks as to make up 

slums and shanty colonies. 

It had enormously reduced 

the watershed area of the 

rivers as well as other 

water bodies. Dumpage of 

solid waste, industrial and 

household waste also 

degraded the water bodies 

of the region. Altogether, 

the ecological imbalance 

of the nature was highly 

altered due to unscientific 

urbanization at the cost of 

environment. It increased 

the chance of flooding and 

submerging of settlement 

areas rapidly under the 

water. The fates of Indian 

cities are all same. 

 Chennai has showed 

us that how the 

environment may react to 

our greedy nature of 

development. 

Sustainability and 

scientific application want 

to be strictly adhered at 

least from now onwards in 

our city planning. Or else 

the coastal cities like 

Chennai, Mumbai and 

Kolkata will have to face 

similar conditions. Not 

only them, but lowland 

lying cities will met with 

same sort of catastrophe. 
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WETTEST PLACE ON 

THE EARTH: 

MAWSYNRAM 

 

 
Abhimanyu Raina 

        M.A./ M.Sc Geography  

Semester  II 

 

Mawsynram, known 

as Abode of Clouds is a 

village in East Khasi Hills 

district of Meghalaya state 

in north – eastern India. 

Shillong, which is known 

as ‘Scotland of East’ due 

to its striking similarity 

with Scottish highland and 

the capital city of 

Meghalaya is just 55km 

from away from 

Mawsynram. It has 

currently overtaken 

Cherrapunji as the wettest 

place on earth. But both 

these places on 

meghalaya’s east khasi hill 

share a common 

orography, although facing 

different valley.  

Locally known as 

sohra, Cherrapunji is 

located in East Khasi hill 

district of Meghalaya in 

northeast India. Weather 

observation ranging from 

as far back as 1902, when 

climatic record keeping 

begins in this region, place 

cherrapunji on top where 

rainfall was concerned. 

Climatic records such as 

the wettest place are based 

on climatic normals in 

relation to a given 

reference period. The first 

climatological normals 

published by India 

Meteorological department 

for 1901-1940 showed 

cherrapunji as the wettest 

place in india with an 

annual rainfall of 

10800.8mm. of rainfall at 

Mawsynram, which is 

16km away from 

Cherrapunji atarted from 

june 1940.  

Subsequently new normals 

have been published by 

IMD for 1951-2000. The 

monthly average and 

annual average and annual 

average rainfall for 

Mawsynram are given 

below in table 1. 

It can be seen that 

Mawsynram has higher 

figures than that of 

Cherrapunji.  

Annual average 

rainfall of Mawsynram for 

the latest period (1951-

2000) is 12397.3mm as 

against the 11720.3mm of 

Cherrapunji. Thus, 

Mawsynram continues to 

hold top rank in term of 

wettest place on the earth.  

 What Makes It The 

Wettest Place on The 

Earth? 

Due to peculiar 

geographical position of 

Mawsynram in south 

Khasi hills, the northern 

current of Bay of Bengal 

branch which is laden with 

moisture strikes the khasi 

hills and cause heavy 

downpour there. 

Mawsynram, which is 

situated in southern khasi 

hills has the distinction of 

recording the highest 

annual precipitation in the 

world. It is flanked on all 

sides by Garo, Khasi and 

jaintia Hills except for a 

gap through which these 

moisture laden winds enter 

and are forced to rise, thus 

deluging heavier there.  

Since the unique 

orography of cherrapunji-

mawsynram is primary 

responsible for very high 

rainfall, the possibility of 

other location receiving 

high rainfall than 

mawsynram cannot be 

ruled out. Therefore this 

situation demands the need 

to map the southern slopes 

of khasi hills to find other 

location receiving high 

rainfall. This can be done 

through arranging a dense 

network of Rain gauges 

and dual pol-doppler radar 

to locate the place of 

highest rainfall.  
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Fig: Goat shelter in a bus stop 

in Mawsynram. 

 

Experience during 

Monsoon 

If you want to travel 

in Meghalaya during 

monsoon season, you 

might need a bigger 

umbrella. This village of 

mawsynram is subjected to 

highest average rainfall in 

the world.  

 

 

Fig:Rainwater spates through 

Mawsynram village. 

Tradiational 

umbrella’s are found there 

which are known as ‘knup’ 

umbrella’s. Labourers 

wear these knups made of 

bamboo and banana leaf to 

go to farming. 

 Deep in the forest 

of Meghalaya’s lays the 

most extraordinary piece 

of work of civil 

engineering. Here you 

don’t need to become 

technical. This is one of 

the most beautiful thing to 

see here. Here in the 

deepness of forest, bridges 

are not built- they are 

made.  

 

 

ZIKA: A GLOBAL 

OUTBREAK: 

 

 

 
 

Samiksha jha  

B.A. /B.Sc.(H) Geography 

 Semester VI 

 

Nowadays Zika virus 

is seeking the attention of 

the world’s television and 

newspapers as it is an 

emerging worldwide 

disease, it is basically a 

mosquito borne disease 

which was first identified 

in Uganda in 1947. Firstly 

it was tackled in rhesus 

monkeys by a monitoring 

network of Sylvativ 

Yellow Fever. In 1952 first 

case registered of Zika 

virus in human being was 

reported in Uganda. And 

then it became an epidemic 

in Africa, Americas and 

Tropical Asia and Pacific. 

The vector for this 

hazardous virus is: Aedes 

mosquitoes (whose effects 

are significantly 

remarkable at the time of 

morning and afternoon, 

they bite usually in these 

times. 

 

ZIKA: Geographical 

Extent  

According to the 

recent 2015 Zika 

occurrence, the outbreaks 

of Zika virus occurred in 

Africa, South-east Asia 

and Pacific islands regions. 

An alert issued by the Pan 

American Health 

Organization (PAHO) 

regarding the first 

confirmed ZIKA virus 

infections in Brazil in May 

2015. In US territories 

“local mosquitoes borne 

transmission of Zika virus 

has been reported in the 

commonwealth of Puerto 

Rico, the US Virgin 

Islands and America 

Samoa”. 
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About the ZIKA Virus 

Disease 

Common 

symptoms of Zika virus are 

rash, fever, joint pain, 

muscular pain, 

conjunctivitis and sudden 

sneezes. The illness is 

usually mild hence the 

Zika disease cannot be 

detected even at the last 

stage due to the ignorance 

of the people about its very 

mild and ordinary 

symptoms. Zika is related 

to a very dangerous 

syndrome which is related 

to the nervous system of 

the human which is known 

as Guillain-Barre 

syndrome (GBS) which is 

an uncommon sickness of 

the nervous system in 

which a person’s own 

immune system damages 

the nerve cells. The Brazil 

Ministry of Health has 

reported “an increased 

number of people who 

have been infected with 

Zika virus who also have 

GBS”. In pregnant women 

effect of this virus is even 

more severe this virus is 

also linked to a high 

increase of birth defects 

known as Microcephaly: 

an abnormally small head 

and brain size. 

 
Although this disease has 

not caused any death till 

now but its effects are 

problematic and the sad 

part is that, no vaccine 

exists to prevent Zika virus 

disease. The only 

prevention is by avoiding 

mosquito bite during day 

time by using insect 

repellent. Even in most 

prosperous region of the 

world Zika is increasing 

due to ignorance of the 

people and the 

misconceptions of the 

disease. The CDC posted a 

travel alert list, according 

to which “Zika continues 

to expand and it now 

includes 38 countries or 

territories and most of 

them are in America”.  

 

Recently researchers from 

the Purdue University in 

Indiana in U.S.A achieved 

a breakthrough by 

revealing the first 3D map 

of the structure of the zika 

virus. 
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CHANGING 

DIMENSIONS OF 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

 

Sufia Rehman 

M.A./  M.Sc. Geography 
 Semester II 

 
 

A Brief Journey 

Throughout the time 

Geography has changed it 

flows and rhythm not in 

respect to description but 

also in relation to empirical 

observations. In classical 

period it was mainly 

evolved by curious minds 

that tried to assess the 

Earth as HOME OF MAN. 

They adopted various 

ideologies from the ancient 

civilizations. In the 

Modern Phase one can 

observe various 

developments in its subject 

matter. A significant 

development was the 

evolution of 

Quantification, followed 

by a number of changes 

giving birth to the concepts 

adding to significant 

themes. 

 

 Importance of Change 

Change is an essential 

part of growth for a subject 

like Geography change 

must be required as we see 

today that different 

operations on the earth has 

been observed and 

Geography makes it 

possible to deal it with all 

those phenomenon’s of 

Earth. Eratosthenes was 

not aware that Geography 

which we see today has 

been so changed but 

meanwhile he was aware 

that in relation to human it 

has a wide scope thus he 

defined Geography as “the 

Home of Man”. He did not 

define earth as a single 

entity rather he called it his 

Home. This is a point of 

interest when we see man 

as a changing being then 

why cannot his home.  

Currently Geography 

is passing through an 

transitional period where 

many problems are 

identified and new 

‘Methods of Analysis’ are 

being formulated. People 

have different perceptions 

thus the addition of 

concepts in this subject is 

still going on. When we 

talk in relation to Earth’s 

physical appearance it can 

be better describe by the 

concept of” Areal 

Differentiation” supported 

by Hartshorne and others. 

The concept says that 

variation over the surface 

can be seen throughout the 

space due to a number of 

factors. It may be climate, 

oceans and living world 

(various materials, 

deposits, flora and fauna), 

the vegetation, soils and 

crops flourishing in it, 

faces of land etc are some 

of the examples of these 

variations. 

Thus a local place can 

be said homogeneous but 

not the whole Earth then 

how we can say 

Geography as constant 

subject rather it is better to 

call it as a ‘Dynamic 

Subject’. 

This is only about a 

single component but if we 

talk about man then 

various developments in 

his efforts to modify the 

surrounding can be seen. 

Humans have changed 

himself throughout the 

time i.e. his way of living, 

way of perceiving things, 

necessities, technology, 

population, density etc all 

has changed thus to 

examine all those things a 

strong subject matter is 

required which is also 

changing over time to 

make a way with other 

things. Not only dynamic 

but an Interdisciplinary 

nature is also needed. 

Thus these were the 

some examples in relation 

to saying Geography as a 

changing and dynamic 
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subject or A Branch of 

Knowledge which can be 

better defined as an 

“Interdisciplinary 

Dynamic subject taking 

care of all changes over 

this planet and on its 

dependent factors.” 

DOMESTIC  

VIOLENCE AND ITS 

IMPACT ON COPING 

BEHAVIOUR OF 

CHILDREN 

                                                                               

    

Riyaz Ahmed 

M.A./  M.Sc. Geography 

Semester II 

 

  “A House Where a 

Woman Is Unsafe is Not a 

Home” 

“The sexual, verbal, 

emotional, physical abuse 

against the intimate partner 

and the other members in 

the family is known as 

Domestic Violence”.                                                                          

Physical abuse include 

throwing object , passing 

depreciative comments, 

harming property, threaten 

with weapon are some of 

the examples of domestic 

violence ,as for my 

experience of recent socio 

economic survey 

conducted by geography 

department under  the 

guidance of DR. MARY 

TAHIR, I come to know 

that mostly women are the 

victim of domestic 

violence                                                                       

The root cause of the 

domestic violence is 

tradional belief that mostly 

man think that he has the 

right to control his wife, he 

can take whatsoever he 

wish and women are not 

equal to man, and she 

should never go against his 

decision, this sort of belief 

make men superior .beside 

theses there are lot of thing 

which create a domestic 

violence in home.   

Like unemployment, 

little understanding 

between partners, alcohol 

and drugs, lack of 

awareness. Because of lack 

of awareness among 

women, victims are afraid 

to protest. 

Consequences of 

Domestic Violence 

Health effect: Health 

consequence can result 

directly from domestic 

violence.  

Injuries: Sexual or 

physical abuse by the 

partner is very much linked 

with injuries like throwing 

tools, boiling water etc.  

Death: High rates of death 

cases are observed by 

violence  

Mental health: Many 

times violence and abuse 

increases risk of 

depression, post traumatic 

stress and related 

disorders. 

Social and economic: The 

costs of violence against 

women are enormous and 

have ripple effect. Women 

may suffer isolation, 

inability to work lack of 

participation in activities       

FIG: Some of The Domestic 

Violence on Children 

Source: Sisters in solidarity 

Mostly those children 

living in the family where 

domestic violence is 

common, they are found 

under great risks like 

suicides, depression, 

inappropriate behaviours, 

withdrawal,  feeling of 

inferiority, bed wetting etc. 

Obviously, it is a bad 

feeling for children to see 

their parents arguing. Such 

children may become 

deprived. They may suffer 

from stomach aches or 

start weting their bed, they 

may find it difficult to 

sleep or have temper and 

may start behaving as if 
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they are immature than 

they are. Older children 

react in a different way. 

Sometimes boys may 

express their distress more 

externally by becoming 

violent and disobedient. 

They use violence to 

resolve troubles and may 

duplicate the behaviors 

they see in the family. 

Older boys may become 

victim of drug and alcohols 

to reduce tension oriented 

to their parents while girls 

are may keep their distress 

inside. They are more 

likely to suffer from eating 

disorder and become 

anxious or depressed. They 

may take overdoses or cut 

themselves. Children 

dealing with domestic 

violence and abuse often 

behave badly at school. 

Their frightening 

experience at home makes 

it difficult for them to 

concentrate in school, and 

they get more worried 

about their abused parents 

and refuse for going 

school.    

“Violent homes have the 

'same effect on brains of 

children as combat does 

on soldiers'” 

 

 
 

 

 

WASTE 

MANAGEMENT 

 

                                                                                

Sushant Kumar Lal 

M.A./ M.Sc.  
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The rapid rise of 

population all over the 

world with corresponding 

increase in consumption 

pattern of resources has 

had a considerable impact 

on generation, collection 

and management of waste 

of all types-solid, liquid 

and gaseous. The common 

problem is how to tackle 

the uncollected waste 

which is adversely 

impacting the 

environment. Of all the 

type of wastes the disposal 

of solid wastes is a point of 

concern as it includes both 

degradable and non-

degradable waste. Whether 

it is a westernized world or 

the countries with farm 

economy, all are facing 

this problem in some way 

or the other. 

In fact, the term solid 

waste or refuse/ garbage/ 

trash are synonyms with 

the simple meaning that all 

materials which are non-

usable, thrown or 

discarded, they all come 

under solid waste. That 

means- plastic bottles, 

broken crockery, packing 

materials, paper, fruit and 

vegetables residues, waste 

from building materials, 

different types of metals, 

plant or agro residues, 

dead animals, radioactive 

wastes, medical wastes etc. 

comes under solid waste. If 

we generalize it, bigger the 

city, the problem of solid 

waste is larger. 

A study by CPCB, in 

India, on an average 2 

million tons of solid waste 

is generated from class-1 

cities per year. Class-2 

cities 0.25 million tons of 

solid waste is generated. 

New Delhi generates 6000 

tons, Mumbai generates 

5300 tons, and Chennai 

generates 3000 tons and 

2700 tons of waste by 

Kolkata every day.  

According to 

Biosphere Report, per 

capita per day waste 

generation in Los Angelis 

is 3 kg, New York has 1.8 

kg, Tokyo has 1.38 kg, 

Paris has 1.1 kg, Singapore 

has 0.87 kg and Lahore has 

0.6 kg. This is one problem 

of megacities which is 

causing threat to both 

Northern and Southern 

blocks.
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Source- grdr.org 

Western world has 

problem of collection of 

solid waste because of lack 

of labor and increase in 

cost of labor whereas in 

southern world has over 

population and lack of 

knowledge. We can 

analyze the source of solid 

waste as the generator of 

this problem for finding 

the solution which is as 

follows – 

1. Domestic and 

Municipal Wastes: 

It mainly includes – 

domestic garbage, 

discarded machine and 

parts, plastic items, waste 

from building materials, 

dead animals etc. Domestic 

garbage per person per day 

in USA is 3.6 kg, 0.8 kg in 

Australia and 0.2 kg in 

India. 

USA is higher is 

domestic waste generation 

because in western 

countries, large scale 

preserved food/ frozen 

food is found in plastic, but 

in India, the trend is of 

fresh food. 

According to a survey 

by National Environmental 

Engineering Research 

Institute (NEERI), Nagpur, 

shows that in India, a city 

with population more than 

2 lac produces domestic 

waste as- glass material 

(0.8%), plastic material 

(0.9%), metals (1%), paper 

(7%), carbon related 

(16%), dust/ash (32%) and 

mixed (42%). 

In developing 

countries, domestic waste 

is of different category 

which is easily 

biodegradable but lacks 

mechanism. 

2. Industrial and Mining 

Waste: 

Geographers and 

environmentalists call it as 

location specific waste, but 

if we refer to German 

economist Alfred Weber, 

he said “industrial units 

develop wherever raw 

materials areavailable”. 

Hence both industrial and 

mining gets collaborated 

with megacities. Because 

of this Jamshedpur, Bhelai, 

Durgapur has developed 

because of coal. Bombay, 

Ahmadabad, Surat have 

become Lancashire and 

Manchester of India 

because of cotton 

background. 

In the process of 

industrial production, large 

amount of waste is 

generated specially iron, 

coal, manganese, mica etc. 

A larger amount of waste 

is discarded in their 

extraction.  

3. Agro waste: 

Threat of solid waste 

is affecting not only the 

developed world but also 

that part of the world 

which depends upon agro 

economy, reason being, a 

large amount of solid 

waste is generated through 

agro waste.When harvest is 

collected, lots of waste is 

dumped near the field, if it 

is left to rot then it will 

effect in 2 ways i.e. 

emitting poisonous gas and 

degrading the dumped 

land. 

4. Biological waste: 

This is the waste of 

human, plants and animals. 

In developing world, 

concept of hygiene is very 

low; this type of biological 

waste is a big nuisance 

even in the outskirts of 

megacities. 

Source–asci-generator.com 

5. Biomedical Waste: 

Today’s world is 

very careful about health 
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issues which is a 

completely other enterprise 

but the waste discharged 

from these medical centers 

in the form of bandages, 

cotton, used syringes, 

expired medicines etc. All 

these things contaminate 

the surrounding and allow 

a section of people to 

misuse them. In fact, in 

early 19th century that 

some cities of Gujarat were 

handling large amount of 

biochemical waste and 

were recycling and 

reselling at medical centers 

lead to the outbreak 

hepatitis. Today, a no. of 

new diseases have 

emerged which are 

somewhere down the line 

present because of lack of 

knowledge on biochemical 

waste. 

6. Radioactive Waste: 

The labs and 

different institutes that 

deals with radioactive 

needles and related things 

discharge such wastes 

many times without 

thinking about their 

effects. In 2011, a 

shocking event occurred 

when it was found that 

radioactive emission 

occurring in University of 

Delhi in chemistry lab. 

7. E-Waste: 

In megacities, with 

faster growth of economy 

and better standards of 

living, we are very much 

dependent on electronic 

goods. The discard and 

abandoning of these stuffs 

have become a new threat 

in megacities. 

 

Consequences of Solid 

Waste 

1. Land Pollution: All 

waste materials have 

potential of effect land 

adversely. The chemicals 

within the waste may react 

with the soil content 

leading to the losing of soil 

fertility in case of 

agricultural land and may 

also become wasteland for 

buildup purposes.  

2. Water Pollution (Surface 

and Ground): because of 

industrial, agro and 

religious materials, recent 

reports say that Ganga 

water on the stretch of 

Banaras is warmer as 

compared to its other parts. 

3. Contamination/Pollution 

of Environment: When 

garbage is dumped and its 

stays for longer period on 

same place, it tends to emit 

fumes for longer period of 

time. 

Source–swmindia.blogspot.in  

Management of Solid 

Waste 

Source- grdr.org 

 

1. Waste collection: Since 

megacities discharge large 

amount of waste everyday 

which is defiantly difficult 

to collect easily because of 

lack of labor and shortage 

of technology? To improve 

this situation there are 2 

ways- 

a. Use of garbage grinders 

for minimizing the garbage 

volume 

b. Pneumatic pumps which 

pull the garbage from the 

containers which is 

collected in a sink later 

sent for processing 
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2. Waste Disposal: 

Applying methods for land 

filling 

3. Shredding: Spreading of 

processed garbage on agro 

field 

4. Segregation of Garbage: 

Keeping red and green 

dustbins for separating 

biodegradable and non-

biodegradable wastes for 

treatment convenience. 

5. Recycling: Large part of 

garbage like papers, 

plastic, metal can be easily 

recycled. A survey shows 

USA with 5% of world 

population generating 40% 

of world solid waste and 

uses 75% of its waste for 

land filling, 14% to get 

energy and 13% for 

recycling. 

6. Proper Monitoring and 

Stagnant Punishments: 

CPCB and NEERI have 

conducted a survey for 59 

cities of India to find out 

that how much waste is 

discharged. It was found 

that out of 59 cities, waste 

segregation was done in 

only 7 cities and only 15 

cities have processing 

centers. Recently 2 

important departments 

were established- Common 

Effluent Treatment Plant 

(CETP) and Common 

Biomedical Waste 

treatment Facility. But it 

was found that this survey 

hardly exists, it was 

present only on paper. 

7. New Technology of 

Waste management:  

a. Transformation of 

organic content in garbage 

in sugar and protein  

b. Transformation into 

methane gas 

c. Making of building 

blocks 

d. Generation of energy 

from solid waste  

According to a 

report of April 2015, India 

is 5th biggest generator of 

e-waste of 2014 after USA, 

China, Japan and 

Germany. It does not 

matter how much 

precautions is taken and 

awareness is created 

regarding the urban waste 

management unless and 

until we come out of 

NIMBY (Not In My 

Backyard) syndrome and 

take the initiative for the 

maximum use of resources 

and less waste generation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URBAN WATER 

SUPPLY IN INDIA 

 

 

Sufia Rehman 
M.A./ M.Sc. Geography 

 Semester II 

 

Water without doubt 

is not only recognized as 

one of the most valuable 

resources on the earth. It is 

not surprising that most of 

the ancient civilizations 

have flourished around this 

precious resource which in 

due course of time is 

becoming precarious also. 

Since water is not only the 

life supporting element, the 

economic activities 

especially agriculture and 

industries like chemical, 

paper and fiber crop  based 

industries are highly 

dependent on  both  

surface and ground water 

for a variety of uses. As 

water supply on the globe 

is highly unevenly 

distributed, pats of earth 

are under extreme scarcity 

of water supply whether 

for residential, industrial, 

agricultural uses. The 

sources of water supply as 

well known is from 

melting of snow, rainfall 

and ground water aquifers. 
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Therefore, all the issues 

related to the preservation 

and sustainability of water 

is the judicial distribution, 

supply and consumption of 

this valuable resource. 

With a trend 

towards urbanization all 

over the world and rate of 

absolute urban growth in 

India, the question of 

sustainable and judicial use 

of water resource is of 

utmost importance. The 

urban water crisis is not 

only expected rather we 

are going through it. While 

absolute urban population 

has grown more than five 

times in last five decades, 

the metropolitan cities 

which were only 5 in 1951 

have increased to 54 urban 

agglomerations in 2011 (1 

million or more) as against 

only 35 in 2001.  

Therefore, the rising 

population in urban areas 

is making elaborate 

demand on existing water 

sources.  

The condition of  

hourly supply of water per 

day as per  World Bank 

Report states  that out of 

27 million plus cities,  

Chennai and Delhi are  the 

worst performing 

metropolitan  followed by  

Mumbai as second and and 

Calcutta as  fourth.  

 

Source: The Hindu 

According to Saleem 

India blog Urban Water 

Supply in India has been 

designed according to 

some standards currently it 

is BIS 1172: 1993 which 

was reaffirmed in 1998. 

Also these are been 

categorized according to 

some use given below: 

For a community 

having population between 

20,000-100, 000 it is 100 

to 150 litres per head per 

day. Above 100,000 it is 

150 to 200 litres per head 

per day. 

Thus the main aim is 

to provide people judicial 

amount of water, But 

another shocking report by 

World Bank suggests that 

an affordable and 

sustainable Water Supply 

and Sanitation (WSS) is 

lagging behind. Condition 

is that no Indian city 

receives 24 hours a day 

and 7 days a week piped 

water supply. Only about 

50 % urban population has 

access to pipe water. The 

sewage condition is worst. 

And all the inefficiencies, 

illegal supply and billing 

records huge around 40-

70% in India 

 

Source: the weekly Observer 

& Lankaleadnews 

The main area of 

focus regarding water 

sustainability is on both the 

water quality and quantity 

which has been 

deteriorating day by day. 

The contamination of 

surface water bodies 

through improper sewage, 

domestic as well as 

industrial waste and non 

point sources of water 

pollution are significant. In 

absence of municipal water 

supply, the deprived areas 

are making extensive use 

of ground water sources 

which lead to ground water 

level decline as reported by 

CPCB. Since nearly 60% 

of urban India is not 

connected safe drinking 

water supply, the poor 

section of society is forced 

to face these challenges 

and have to be either 
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dependent on government 

tankers for drinking water 

supply or adopt the 

expensive and unsafe 

substitutes of this problem 

like installation of RO 

which is leading to a high 

amount of money rather 

more than their water bills. 

Mainly these 

problems have been 

created because of poor 

and lack of manageable 

facilities, limited financial 

infrastructure and cost 

recovery. Although, Urban 

India is also far behind in 

terms of International 

measures, some of 

challenges to cope up with 

the given problem can be 

minimized as follow: 

Government should 

take care of all the 

financial and managerial 

arrangements of water 

supply design and proper 

distribution system 

especially the Non revenue 

Water also needs some 

consideration and has been 

taking into account. 

Central Water 

Commission has clearly 

warned states as Andhra 

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 

Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand 

and Maharashtra to be 

badly affected by water 

scarcity in future. Delhi-

Haryana as well as Latur 

district is making news 

headlines in terms of water 

scarcity these days. 

According to UNICEF 

about a quarter of the total 

population in India has 

access to the drinking 

water and nearly three 

quarter of all suffering 

from diseases in India is 

caused by contaminated 

water supply.  

The best way to 

conserve and to deal with 

the crises is to create 

awareness among people 

for its judicial use and to 

maintain its sustainability. 

Rain water Harvesting can 

also be done at individual 

level to conserve the rain 

water and to use it when 

required. But community 

participation is very 

essential with the 

government support when 

dealing with such a 

precious resource. 
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Foreign Students’ Corner 

 

 
Ahmad Sabir Nori 

M.A./ M.Sc. Geography 

SemesterII 

 

MY STORY 
 

A university is about more than the 

education. University’s experience gives us 

knowledge, enhance our personality, skill 

development, giving confidence and helping 

to make our world better. A university 

qualification makes a person more attractive 

towards the world full of opportunities and 

increases his potential for earning high. It 

shows that he has the capability and self 

confidence to learn & work at higher levels. 

 

Flexible learning options 

“University doesn’t necessarily involve 

several years of full-time study in one place. 

Flexible study options let you choose how 

and when you learn. These include part-time 

study, distance and online learning, work-

based learning and study abroad options”. 

As one of my ambitions of having higher 

education, I put my efforts of finding an 

opportunity to study out of my country 

 

Studying Abroad 

My aim and goal of travelling so far from 

my mother land to India; especially Jamia 

Millia Islamia is to gain adequate knowledge 

about (Modern Geography) and practice in 

my country. 

We can live anywhere, but our motherland is 

always special for us. Every year more than 

1 million students leave their country and 

goes outside for higher education’s mostly 

to UK, USA and Australia. There are so 

many causes behind going abroad to study; 

however, it has many merits and demerits 

for sender and hosting countries. Students 

prefer for going outside their own country to 

study because many reasons such as lack of 

seats in local universities, lack of research 

facilities, low standard of local education, 

and tempting multinational employment. 

 

Why I Choose Jamia Millia Islamia 

University? 

The most significant impacts on the students 

who are studying abroad are better foreign 

language proficiency, more and more 

knowledge about the Tradition & culture, 

society, and polity of the host country, and 

altered stereotypes. 

I select Jamia Millia Islamia purposely in 

order to meet my ambitions; you know 

studying in a central University which is 

very famous and popular in my country is 

very joyful. I knew that this University 

would me give the opportunity to prove 

myself and to achieve my goal. 

This University gives me a chance to 

develop myself as a student of geography 

and gives me hope for future researches in 

this field. It gives me the time and 

opportunity to develop some new interests, 

learn new skills and meet the peoples from a 

different thinking. Especially when I am 

studying away from my home 

(Afghanistan), now I became more confident 

and capable for doing well in geography. I 

also have space to form an idea of the path I 

want to take after graduation. 

As I have experiences from many other 

countries, I found Jamia a good and 

appropriate Institution for Geography 

background, as geography department is one 

of high components of Jamia Millia Islamia. 
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This is a good opportunity for me and other 

foreign students like me to learn Indian 

languages like Urdu, Hindi, and Punjabi etc. 

In addition, the native citizens of India can 

learn more about other cultures. When 

students come from different countries they 

have a chance to live in a diverse 

environment where they can easily interact 

with students coming from different cultures 

and tradition.  

A world of opportunity 

In Jamia, I have an opportunity to widen my 

horizons of learning by meeting different 

people from all around the world, facing 

new challenges and making use of vast 

range of these new opportunities. I can even 

be able to take part of your course overseas 

and learn a new language and culture. 

I believe Jamia Millia Islamia can help me 

greatly in achieving my goal. 

I have chosen this university because it’s a 

long established university with a long and 

noble tradition of research and teaching in 

modern geography as well as scientific and 

applied fields of geography. 

Jamia Nagar, shops, hospitals, bus station, 

and libraries, are 5-20 minutes walking 

distance from and to the university which is 

economically efficient for a student. What 

more do you require as a student in solving 

and finishing up of course works with the 

Dr. Zakir Hussian Central Library of Wales 

there to help you find the required materials, 

having every book ever published in India. 

The cost of living is low and the security of 

this area is considerable. 

I suggest all readers of this write up , that as 

every Academic institution has some 

components and Geography department is 

one of the best components of Jamia Millia 

Islamia (A central university of India), that 

take the advantages of this component and 

improve your future by gaining adequate 

knowledge, experience and self confidence 

here in JMI. 

 

 
Mohammed Abdullah Bin Shorab 

B.A (Hons) Geography 

Semester IV 

 

 

WITH LOVE; FROM FIJI 

 

 

JAMIA!!! What to write? How to write? 

Where to start from? Where to end? Its 

difficult to put it down in pen. Lets start 

from the very beginning. When I first came 

to know that Jamia had accepted my 

admission I didn’t have the idea that any 

such university even existed. You’d ask 

how? Well, in Fiji we just give our field of 

study in which we want to pursue higher 

education And ICCR (Indian Council for 

Cultural Relations) gets you a suitable 

university for your course. Coming back; it 

was a choice to accept the admission or 

reject it. My dad suggested a research and I 

did it. Coming from a religious background I 

was greatly impressed by what the internet 

informed me of Jamia and especially of the 

environment and culture around the campus. 

The department of Geography page got me 

totally excited by its achievements, 

accreditations’ and qualified staff. It was a 

yes without a second thought. 

 

Landing in India for tertiary studies was 

dream come true. At first impression Aijaz 

Sir, HOD Mam and Shameem Sir (Foreign 

Students Advisor) really made me feel 

welcome. It wasn’t as easy as I had thought 

it would be. I wasn’t fluent in Hindi and 

India in general and Delhi in particular 

requires Hindi for survival, I would say. I 
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managed. Some people were friendly, some 

were rude but then again it is the ups and 

downs of which life is made up of. Many a 

times I wanted to go back home and just run 

away but then there were those who 

consoled me and guided me. 

 

Indians have this thing in them by which 

they automatically recognize if a person is a 

foreigner. They greeted me in English at an 

instance. I wanted to blend in and talk in 

Hindi but it wasn’t so easy. Most people 

greeted and started speaking in Arabic as 

they thought I was from Africa. Whenever I 

told someone I was from Fiji they looked at 

me with curiosity and the question “where is 

it? Is it a state of India?” would follow. The 

best explanation to give is that it’s an Island 

country near Australia and New Zealand as 

Indians are well acquainted with the 

aforesaid countries because of their 

participation in cricket (a religion I would 

say, in India!). Whenever someone talked to 

me in English I would reply in Hindi and 

today everybody speaks to me in Hindi. My 

Hindi is (I feel) so good now that, I have to 

prove to people that I am a foreigner and not 

an Indian. Just recently, the local shopkeeper 

got furious with me saying that how could I 

be foreigner when I speak such good Hindi. 

I had to show him my passport to prove that 

I’m not from India. Haha! 

  

The Department of Geography staff and 

students (my classmates and seniors) made 

sure that no stone was left unturned for my 

good. Everybody put forward a helping 

hand. The lecturers always told me that I 

was most welcome to discuss any problems 

with them. The seminars and extension 

lectures at the department always helped to 

broaden my knowledge. Times were tough, 

but it is what life is all about.  

 

Overall India-Jamia has given me too much 

to thank for. In this small journey of mine I 

have had a lifetime experience and look 

forward to it for another year. The culture, 

the food, the people, and the environment it 

all feels of my own now. India feels like 

home now! 

 

On this note I would like to thank all who 

have supported me on this wonderful 

journey of mine without whose help and 

support it would not have been possible to 

be where and what I am today. 
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SINUSOIDAL PATH OF WOMEN 

 
Mohd Waseem Naikoo 

M.A./ M.Sc. Geography 

Semester IV 

 

Right from fusion, rises the terror of genocide, 

I wonder was it the error of creator, 

Nine months of fear how it would have been there, 

Fight for existence, It starts from there, 

Realize she might be next Kalpana or Razia the ruler, 

Raising her like a princess during her younger,                                                                                                                     

Haunted ghosts return, as she becomes mature, 

False traditions and customs making her to endure, 

Never allowing her to express like a mature, 

Grim shackles of marriage making her to surrender, 

Dumbfounded at  home, embracing her husband’s order, 

LOVING MOTHER AND CARING DAUGHETR-IN-LAW  NEVER  A DAUGHETR , 

How stupidly waste of worth, a lost of nations booster, 

Don't drag her, least allow her a peaceful departure.   
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HAMARI CHAH 

 

Samiksha jha 

B.a(H) Geography 

Semester VI 
 

Panchiyo k uper nahi unke sath urna chahti hu. 
Apni khwaisho ko samaj k pinjre me nahi jakarna chahti hu. 
 

Apne sapno k azaad udaan bharne ka mujhe bhi haq hai, 
Khule aasmaan me mai bhi bhikharna chahti hu. 
 
Subha ki roshni mujhe bhi pasand hai. raato me mai bhi jagmagana chahti hu. 
 

Apni pasand k raasto pe chal k  

mai bhi manzil pana chahti hu.. 
 
Log kahte hai sab azaad hai ..mai bhi apni azaadi ka jasn mnana chahti hu.. 
Tumhari hi tarah mai bhi khud ki dehleez khud bnana chahti hu. 
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GEOGRAPHY ASSOCIATION 

AL-GEOGRAPHIA 

Fun is the part of LEARNING AND EducatioN 
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                          Throwing ball                                           Prize for collage 

 

                              Dart Board 1                                      Trying Gun Fire  

  

                Prize for Treasure Hunt                                  Balloon- Balloon and Balloon  

  

                Stage Drama                                            Posing for a click 
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Photography Competition: 

Zainab Khan 

M.A./M.Sc. IV Semester 

Prize Winning 
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Freshers and Farewell at Jamia Engineering Auditorium 

“Nothing in this world is meant forever to stay, 

Something new always keeps coming by on our way!” 

           

      

                            
        

Everything fades but memories don’t!  
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