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Dr. Anubha Rajesh is a chair professor at Centre for Early Childhood Development and
Research (CECDR), Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI). She has an extensive experience of over 23
years inclusive of designing and conducting research and evaluations, providing technical
assistance and program planning in the area of Early Child Development and Education.
With over 12 years of experience in management and administration, she has engaged
successfully in management, coordination, networking and implementation of a wide range
of projects. Her interest areas are working with children in vulnerable categories inclusive
of working with children from disadvantaged and indigenous categories, children with
disabilities and families and children affected by armed conflict. Her experiences also
include technical contribution to developing strategy documents, guidelines and advocacy
material, conducting intensive desk reviews, developing analytical frameworks and writing
detailed reports in area of early childhood development and education. Her wide experience
includes developing data collection protocols, travelling to onsite far-reached field locations,
conducting training for field staff, executing interviews, focus groups and conducting
assessment of early child care and teacher training programs through observations. As a
Principal Investigator, she provided oversight to a range of research and evaluation studies
commissioned by diverse funding agencies. As a faculty in esteemed colleges of University
of Delhi, and Jamia Millia Islamia, she has a wide experience of transacting curriculum,
providing training and technical assistance to students in the field of early childhood
education. Dr Rajesh was one of Core Group Members of the National ECCE Curriculum
Framework and Quality Standards for ECCE developed by Ministry of Women and Child
Development (MWCD). Dr Rajesh was engaged in developing e-learning training module for
Anganwadi workers as a consultant to UNICEF and MWCD. She is member of ECE advisory
committee, Vikramshila Education Resource Society and ECCE Executive Committee,
Department of Women and Child Development and Mission Shakti, Odisha.

Widely travelled in India and abroad for research and presentations, Dr. Rajesh has several
articles and publications to her credit. Her doctoral work in Cambodia, a challenging foreign
locale, exemplifies her accomplishments and sensitivity of working in different cultural
contexts. The research focused on the vulnerable categories of working women and
children, in Especially Difficult Circumstances, affected by armed conflict attempted to gain
an insight into lives of working women and accentuate their transformed roles in home and
at work.

Dr. Rajesh has worked extensively with disabled children. As a Coordinator of the program
for disabled children, she was responsible for managing effective delivery of services,
networking with organizations, counseling parents and representing the project at all levels.
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(2017)
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University of Delhi, Indira Gandhi National Open University & National Vocational
Training Institute, New Delhi, 2003- 2007.

Resource Consultant at Schools, New Delhi, 2003 - 2007.
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Research Assistant, Women in the Urban Informal Sector: A case study in Phnom
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Principal Investigator, An Evaluation of the Mother Tongue-Based Early Learning and
Parents+( MTELP+) Program, funded by Bernard van Leer Foundation, 2019

Principal Investigator, Status of Early Childhood Education in Five Indian States,
funded by Save the Children India, 2018

Evaluation Expert, Evaluation of Quality Improvement of ECE Services of Aga Khan
Foundation in Gujarat, 2019
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Evaluation Expert, Odisha Impact Assessment Study, Bernard van Leer Foundation
(BVLF) (2011- 2016).
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Based Multilingual Education, Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences, 2014.

Evaluation Expert, Process Evaluation of In Defence of Child V. Committee for Legal
Aid to Poor. 2012.

Evaluation Expert, Evaluation of Project ‘Civil Registration of Children’, Committee
for Legal Aid to Poor (CLAP), 2010.



Evaluation Expert, Mid-term Evaluation of In Defence of Child IV. Committee for
Legal Aid to Poor. 2009.

Mapping Expert & Coordinator, Regional Resources Mapping Exercise Asia Pacific
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Delhi, 2002.

Technical Expert, Primer on ECCD, Forum for Creche and Child Care Services
Child, 2011.

Technical Expert, Asia-Pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood (ARNEC)
Advocacy Booklet, 2010.

Research Associate, Training Low Income Group Women for Decent Employment
Opportunities, Lady Irwin College and International Labor Organization, New Delhi,
2002 - 2004.

Research Assistant, Reproductive Health: Issues and Concerns with Special
Reference to India, Lady Irwin College, New Delhi, 2002.
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Consultant, Population and Development Education, National Institute of Open
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Gupta, V., Rajesh, A, Pai-Samant, S., & Gupta, P. (2019). Fathers and child education in
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Academicians. 1(1): 74 - 81.
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81-89000-91-8
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by Anupa Siddhu, Pushpa Sundararaj and et. al. New Delhi: Academic Excellence,
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December: 4, 2004.
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(Book Review: Author: Bobbi Corner). Samvaad, January: 7, 2004.
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2002.
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People’s Rural Education Movement (PREM) Centers and Children: The Odisha
Impact Assessment Study (2011-2016). The Hague, The Netherlands: Bernard van
Leer Foundation.

Pai-Samant, S., Rajesh, A, Gupta, V., Gupta, P., Sharma, A., & De Feyter, J., (2015).
The Odisha Impact Assessment Study: Class 2, Time 4 Findings, Technical Report.
The Hague, The Netherlands: Bernard van Leer Foundation.
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3 Findings, Technical Report. The Hague, The Netherlands: Bernard van Leer
Foundation.
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The Odisha Impact Assessment Study: ECE Time 1 and Time 2 Comparison Findings:
Technical report. The Hague, The Netherlands: Bernard van Leer Foundation.
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(2013). The Odisha Impact Assessment Study: ECE Pre-test 2012 Findings. The
Hague, The Netherlands: Bernard van Leer Foundation.

Rajesh, A, Gupta, V., Sharma, M., Pai-Samant, S., Sharma, A., & Pattayat, P.N. (2013). In
Defence of Child-V: Process Evaluation Report. Orissa: Committee for Legal Aid to
Poor.

Sharma, A., Pai-Samant, S., Rajesh, A., & Gupta, V. (2010). Realization of Child Right
to Birth Registration and Identity: An Evaluation Report. Orissa: Committee for Legal
Aid to Poor.

Sharma, A., Rajesh, A, & Gupta, V. (2009). In Defence of Child-1V: Mid-term
Evaluation Report. Orissa: Committee for Legal Aid to Poor.

Rajesh, A. Panelist. Prioritising clean air for young children. Panel discussion on Urban
95 India Convening, organized by BvLF and WRI India on September 8, 2021.

Rajesh, A. Developmentally Appropriate Practices. Guest speaker, Rawal College of
Education. July 7, 2021.

Rajesh, A., Sharma, M.L., Meenai, Z., & Vashishtha, P. An Evaluation of Mother Based
Early Learning and Parents+ (MTELP+) Programme: Eminent Findings from Research
Study. Virtual launch of ‘Vatsalya’ - A campaign for focus on early stimulation in

children under three organized by Department of Women & Child Development and
Mission Shakti, Odisha on November 17, 2020.

Rajesh, A. Speaker and Moderator. Re-imagining Education with the New Education
Policy organized by Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Eastern region, August 24,
2020.



Rajesh, A. Guest speaker. Qualitative Research Techniques and Analysis. Session
organized by Star Foundation, July 12 & 13, 2020.

Rajesh, A. Technical Expert. Building Resilience in Families and Children during
Emergencies organized by Save the Children India, June 16 & 22, 2020.

Rajesh, A. Distinguished Speaker. Imaginative Pedagogies - fostering the joy of
learning. Conference organized by Child Poverty Action Research (CPAR) Lab, Katha,
New Delhi. December 14, 2019.

Rajesh, A. Panel Speaker. Early Childhood Care and Education - Indian Perspective.
Conference on Early Childhood Care and Education organized by Confederation of
Indian Industry, Bhubaneswar, Odisha. December 11, 2019.

Rajesh, A. Panel Speaker. CECDR’s role in reaching out to the most Marginalised
Children through ECCE’. Consultation on Early Childhood Care and Education
organized by Save the Children. November 20, 2019.

Rajesh, A. Laws for Protection of Children’s Interest. Extensive Lecture Inter-
Disciplinary Series 2019-20, organized by Aditi Mahavidyalaya, University of Delhi
on September 4th, 2019.

Chabbra, S., & Rajesh, A. Classroom Management with a focus on disabled children.
National Institute of Open Schooling. March 25, 2019.

Rajesh, A., Sharma, M., Meenai, Z. & Menon, G. Status of Early Childhood Education in
Five States of India: Findings from Research Study. Consultation organized by Centre
for Early Childhood Development and Research and Save the Children, India on
March 18, 2019.

Rajesh, A. Speaker. Discussing Issues, Challenges, and Opportunities in ECCE. State
Level ECCE Consultation organized by Save the Children, Jharkhand on November
19, 2018.

Rajesh, A. Teaching in Multi-lingual Environments. Presentation for the Delhi
Public School Society programme on Early Childhood Education for Batch XXI,
Phase 1. May 7, 2018.

Rajesh, A. Monitoring, Evaluation and Financing Early Childhood Care and
Development. Invest in Young Children, a national conference on Mother tongue
based Multilingual Early Childhood Education and Development, organized by
Bernard van Leer Foundation, January 13-14, 2016.

Rajesh, A, Pai Samant, S, Gupta, V., and Sharma, M. The Odisha Impact
Assessment Study: Mother Tongue Based Multilingual Education. Financing
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Investments in Young Children Globally, August 26-27, 2014.

Rajesh, A, Pai Samant, S, Gupta, V., and Sharma, M. The Odisha Impact
Assessment Study: Mother Tongue Based Multilingual Education. Head Start’s 12th
National Research Conference on Early Childhood, July 7, 2014.

Rajesh, A. Panel Discussion on Early Stimulation & Learning: Focus on
Multilingual learning. Collaborate. Communicate. Create. Content seminar
organized by Galli Galli Sim Sim, June 12 &13,2014.

Rajesh, A., Gupta, V., Pai Samant, S., and Sharma, M. The Odisha Impact Study: Pre-test
Findings. Whither MLE: Rethinking Multilingual Education in 21st Century?, Jawahar
Lal Nehru University, November 22, 2013.

Rajesh, A., Gupta, V., Pai Samant, S., and Sharma, M. The Odisha Impact Study: Pre-test
Findings. National Conference on Early Learning: Status and Way Forward,
Centre for Early Childhood Education and Development and CARE India, September
25-27,2013.

Rajesh, A, Gupta, V., Pai Samant, S., Sharma, A., and Sharma, M. The Odisha Impact
Assessment Study: Development of Culturally Appropriate Data Collection
Measures. International Conference on Early Childhood Development: Small steps
to a bright future, Center for Early Childhood Development and Research, Jamia
Milia Islamia University, March 21-22, 2013

Rajesh, A & Das, B. Right to Birth Registration: Gateway to All Rights and
Entitlements. South Asia Regional Conference on Early Childhood Development.
Dhaka, Bangladesh, December 7 - 9, 2010.

Rajesh, A. Developmentally Age Appropriate Practices. Presentation for the Delhi
Public School Society programme on Early Childhood Education for fifth batch of
in-service teachers. 2010 & 2012.

Rajesh, A. Perspectives from the Ground: Early Childhood Educators. International
Seminar on Social Movements for Children and Women: Closing the Social Divide in
Globalized Times organized by Katha. 27 January 2010.

Rajesh, A. A Window into the Developmentally Appropriate Environments. Their
Magical Years A National Workshop on Early Learning and Intuitive Teaching
organized by Katha. 4 September 2009.

Rajesh, A. Early Childhood Care and Education Framework: Bridging the Gaps.
Poster presentation at The Best Interests of the Child: Exploring Child Friendly
Early Childhood Programmes/ Centres, organized by Association of Early Childhood
Education and Development, 10-11 April, 2009.

9



Sethi, R. & Rajesh, A. Developing Teaching Learning Material for Early Years.
Indraprastha College for Women, University of Delhi, 19 September 2008.

Rajesh, A. & Sethi, R. Galli Galli Sim Sim Content and Curriculum in the ECE Space,
Partners Meet, Sesame Workshop India, New Delhi, India. 4 September, 2008.

Sethi, R. & Rajesh, A. Curriculum Content and Resources Available for Preschool
Education: An Exploratory Study in Delhi, Research Study, Sesame Workshop India,
New Delhi, India. 2008.

Rajesh, A. & Sethi, R. Early Childhood Training Curriculum and Methodology
Assessment, Research Study, Sesame Workshop India, New Delhi, India. 21 April
2008.

Rajesh, A. Parenting Tips, Usha Ganguly Shishu Vihar, Delhi University Women's
Association, New Delhi, 20 December 2006.

Rajesh, A. “The Enabling Centre.” Orientation Workshop on Sharing of
Experiences of Non— Government Organization on Experimental and Innovative
Projects under MHRD Scheme, 29-31 March 2004, Kolkata, organized by
Department of Elementary Education, NCERT, New Delhi, 2004.

Rajesh, A. “Children of War: A developmental perspective with special reference to
Cambodia” Well Being of the Child: Issues & Challenges, February 10, 2004 seminar
organized by Department of Family and Child Welfare, Bharati College, University of
Delhi, New Delhi, 2004.

Rajesh, A. “The Enabling Centre.” Interactive Workshop on Innovative and Good
Practices at Elementary Stage: Sharing of Experiences with NGOs, 15- 16 January,
2004 organized by Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan, Indira Gandhi National Open University,
New Delhi, 2004.

Katarya, G, and Rajesh, A. “Working Women in Cambodia: Issues on Gender and
Health.” 2nd International Conference on Khmer Studies, 26 to 28 January, 2000,
organized by the Royal University of Phnom Penh, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 2000.

Rajesh, A, and Katarya, G. “Family, Work and Children: Study on Working Women in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.” Second National Socio-Cultural Research Congress on
Cambodia, February 3rd to 5th, 1999, organized by the Royal University of Phnom
Penh, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 1999.

Rajesh, A, and Katarya, G. “Children of Cambodia.” Social and Biological
Dimensions of Child Health in India, November 2-3, 1996 hosted by the Indian
Anthropological Association, at the Department of Anthropology, University of
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Delhi, New Delhi, 1996.

e Rajesh, A. Unpublished Dissertation. Balwadi Programmes in Delhi: Role of
Voluntary Organizations, Lady Irwin College, University of Delhi, New Delhi, 1992.

e Rajesh, A. Unpublished Seminar. Superstitions, Lady Irwin College, University of

Delhi, New Delhi, 1991.

Centre for Early Childhood Chair Professor
Development and Research, Jamia
UNICEF Consultant
Talking About Reproductive and Consultant
Sexual Health Issues
ICF International Senior Manager
Manager
Senior Associate
Indraprastha College for Women Lecturer
Lady Irwin College Lecturer
Indira Gandhi National Open Counsellor, Distance
University course
The Enabling Centre, Lady Irwin Coordinator
College
Research Assistant

Special Educator

April 2018 - present

Dec 17 - September 2018
Nov 17 - Feb 2018

2016-till Sept 2017
2011-2016
2007-2011
2006-2007

2005-2006
2003-2006

2003-2005

2002-2003
1992-1995

e University Grants Commission/ Junior Research Fellowship, 1992

e Spotbonus, ICF, 2009

e Have proficiency in using computer software like Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel

and Microsoft Power Point.
e SPSS Fundamentals, 2014
e Basicsin Atlasti, 2013

e Project Managers Financial Awareness & Commercial Risk Training, 2013
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Proposal Management and Development, 2013

Consulting Skills Training, 2013

Capture Management is Eternal, 2013

Business Development Excellence, 2012

Strategic teaming training, 2009

Pricing 101, 2008

Effective Business Writing Skills, ICF International 2008

Train the Trainer, ICF International, 2007

Children and Family Therapy, Indian Association for Family Therapy, 2006
Transacting the New Curriculum in Home Science, Faculty Enrichment, Lady Irwin
College, 2005 Programme Evaluation, Faculty Enrichment, Lady Irwin College, 2006
Inter Linkages in Home Science, Faculty Enrichment, Lady Irwin College, 2005
Anxiety, Depression & Your Work, Educatum, 2004

Epilepsy, Four Steps, 2004

Promoting Employment for Persons with Disabilities in the Garment Industry,
The National Institute of Fashion Technology and Balloons, 2003

Mural Making, Jan Madhyam, 2003

Papier Mache, Jan Madhyam, 2002

Identification & Management of Children with Learning Disabilities, Sai Pragya
Institute, 2002 Disability and Sexuality, Tarshi, 2002

Experience Sharing for Children with Mental Handicap, All India Institute for
Medical Sciences, 1994

Arts as Therapy, Very Special Arts India, 1992

Asia pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood
All India Women’s Education Fund Association

English: proficient in speaking, proficient in writing
Hindi: proficient in speaking, proficient in writing
Khmer: minimum working knowledge

German: minimum working knowledge

Stayed and did my research in Cambodia from 1995 - 1999.
Visited Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore, United States, Canada and Hawaii.

12



