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This thesis makes an attempt to understand children’s talk in the classrooms of a
Government school in Delhi. In India, the understanding of children’s talk and seeing
it in relation with the development of children has not been explored. In Indian
educational context; talk is still seen as a negative thing thus to look at it with a
different lens is a unique contribution of this study. This study addresses a major
research lacuna by bringing the child at the fore-front of the classroom talk based

research.

This thesis is based on an ethnographic study conducted in the classrooms of a
Government school from August 2018 to Feb 2019. The chief participants were the
students of class 8 and class 3 along with the teachers teaching these two classes. The
socio-economic profile of the students was mostly from the low middle income group.
During the field work I conducted extensive classroom observations, focus group
discussions, sociometry and write-ups with students and interviewed the teachers; all

with focus to understand children’s talk.

My thesis makes significant contributions to knowledge of children’s world which

goes beyond the surface of imagination to reveal the actual lived experiences of
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young children within the classroom of a Government school. As the focus of the
study was to understand children’s talk within the classroom, thus to see it in relation
to pedagogic practice was an obvious attempt.The data collected from observation
clearly shows the dominance of teachers and their talk in the classroom. In many
classrooms, teachers do most of the talking, though the opposite has been
demonstrated to be more effective (Crowe & Stanford, 2010). Contrary to this, the
data collected through teachers’ interview presents a more theoretical picture. All
teachers admit that children will talk and they talk all the time. Teachers say that they
don’t see any relation between the students who talk more and their academic
performance. Rather all of them felt that children who talk more achieve good marks.
Still teachers were observed discouraging the participation of the studentsin class as
they consider students’ voice as noise. And silence in the class was one of the prime

ways of restoring order and controlling children.

This research is first of its kind to have focused on children’s perception of talk in the
classroom. The children of both the classes perceived talk as rejuvenating. They
claimed that talk enhances their social, emotional and cognitive skills. The Students
distinguished between the interactive classroom discussions and book based
monologue teaching which was unanimously termed as boring.The focus of children’s
talk was always about self and it could be inclusive of anything related to learning,
pace of working, assessment, friendships, family, sports or social media. In class 8
students especially boys wanted to appear “cool” through personal fables whether it
was about academics or sports or something else. The girls in class 8 usually were
polite in their talk and never used slangs or abuses. In class 3 students who were
lagging behind in academics always talked about getting extra help from tuitions and

were eager to catch up with their high achieving classmates.| have raised my concerns



about casual bullying within the classrooms that require immediate attention of
teachers and school administration. Adults can provide timely intervention, support

and guidance if they listen to what concerns children express through their talk.

To conclude the thesis, discussions on the barriers that limit use of classroom talk as a
resource for holistic development of children is done. There is descriptive
presentation of way forward in utilizing talk as an effective medium for children’s
development and along with that I have proposed some curricular themes which can

be included to enhance and strengthen certain concepts for children and teachers both.

“Talk is still the poor relation because it is time consuming, fiddly and
difficult to assess. It is still neglected; we should continue to argue the case for
talk and that the curriculum and assessment should value talk more.”

Stuart (2008, as cited in Coultas, 2012)
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