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Abstract

The kind of environment a child is raised has dluémce on his potentialities. There are
children who spend years or entire childhood inharges. This study was meant to
explore the various dimensions to the ecology gthanages and to investigate the
problems unique to institutional care, if any, f&dsy the children. To find out how
supportive the environment of these institutionsiserms of providing socio-emotional
and academic support to the inmate school goiniglrelm; because a reasonably secure
and supportive environment is imperative to thel@ian of a human being from a child
to an independent productive citizen.

The case study approach was followed. Participbséiwvation, in-depth interviews, open
ended questionnaires - tools typical of a qualieasitudy were used. There was a
descriptive analysis of data, categorizing it urnskren heads.

Findings and Conclusions:

» Parents send their children to orphanages when dheynot in a position to
provide for their children. These institutions taleee of their needs — food, safe
and comfortable shelter. The need for securityhim form of parental love is
vital but as we see, basic physiological needs,ish&od and shelter, come first
on the Maslow’'s Hierarchy of needs. Security is many, love and
belongingness are secondary to them. The basicsnemee to be met first.
Therefore the parents in large numbers are makecsidn to part with their
children and are willing to compromise on secutlibye and belongingness need
of their children.

» People living in far flung, remote and desolateepta where there is no school at
all or not a comfortable distance, or may be wikesquality of education may
not be comparable to what the Capital could off@nd their children to
orphanages in Delhi. Education being one of themerimotives of these
institutions.

» Social mobility is another factor. The orphanagesvige their inmates with
educational opportunities, congenial environmend anpport. Hoping for a
brighter future, better education prospects andaednues, families trapped in
the vicious circle of poverty, willingly depart wittheir children. Given their
disadvantaged position in the society, people go ifistitutional care, in
anticipation of their next generation’s ascenchm $ocial ladder.



Gender is also one of the reasons. Though fewrnmboew, in some cases the girls
are placed in institutional care while the boygeesally when he is the only
male child he is retained while his female siblimgssidered to be a liability to
the family are sent away.

The background of the children may vary from or@gento orphanage. Sanskar
Asharn has a homogenous lot of inmates while @mdiffce in background may
be seen in the children of Happy Home. It is a eeyerogeneous group of
student inmates.

One of the orphanages is government funded and pthvately but both offer a
sound infrastructure, with Happy Home scores morgeims of internal design
of the building.

Social environment of both the orphanages is n@rexsive. Neither is their
routine very regimental. The inmates have a reddereamount of liberty to do

things. The restrictions on them are out of segucibncerns. The cause of
resentment that the inmates of Sanskar Ashram isashee to the bad and foul
language that the lady sweepers use.

Staff could be said to be inadequate, though féferdint reasons in both the
orphanages. In Happy Home may because they prdounds privately they
cannot afford to employ many caretakers, while amskar Ashram they have
sanctioned posts but there are huge delays init@ent, simply because of
bureaucracy and red tapism .

The caretakers of Happy Home stay with them fulietiso it is good for the
children as the one person they are familiar watlalivays around. While the
caretakers of Sanskar Ashram have rotation of sstbfit to the inmates’
advantage they are educated, so they it may becedéhat they give them
better guidance and support. Though this may baysrue.

Inmates of Sanskar Ashram look more carefree. Tih@ynot bother about

studies. Neither do they get any kind of suppartrfthe Ashram. The students
living in Happy Home know that there are expectatidrom them to perform

fairly on academics and help is also provided tnththerefore they take their
studies seriously.

Also since they (inmates of Happy Home) go to aglish Medium school they
may face initial problems in switching over frometh mother tongue, but
ultimately that could give them an edge in the jodwrket. Govt. run orphanages
send the children to local government schools.



