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The Topic:  Since the Allahabad High Court judgment was delivered on 

30 September 2010, historians, political commentators, legal 

scholars and lawyers have all produced serious and engaged 

critiques of the judgment pointing out flaws in reasoning and 

law. Based on this substantial body of reflection, this paper 

develops a composite picture of the problems with the 

judgment.  

 
The Speaker: Nivedita Menon teaches at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

New Delhi. She is a political commentator as well as author 

of several books including Recovering Subversion: Feminist 

Politics beyond the Law (New Delhi: Permanent Black, 

2004) and (jointly with Aditya Nigam) Power and 

Contestation in India since 1989 (London: Zed Books, 

2007). 


