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Finding 

The global refugee crisis is a product of the international state system, where the failure of states 

to protect and represent all citizens leads to forced cross border migration. Refugees emerge not 

only from conflict but increasingly from environmental crises, which expose the inadequacies of 

modern sovereignty. Climate change has heightened vulnerabilities for marginalized populations, 

forcing many to cross border for security. However, the international system lacks legal 

recognition and protection mechanisms for environmental refugees. Bangladesh, facing rising 

sea levels and frequent natural disasters, has seen mass cross border movements, many moving 

into India. Yet, these individuals remain in legal limbo, unrecognized and unsupported. The 1951 

Refugee Convention, though foundational, needs to be include climate-induced cross border 

refugees. Global cooperation and legal reform are urgently needed. Developed nations must 

acknowledge their historical responsibility for environmental degradation and offer support to 

affected countries and environmental refugees . Regional cooperation, such as between India and 

Bangladesh, can help address immediate humanitarian concerns. Ultimately, addressing climate-

induced cross border migration demands a shift toward inclusive international frameworks that 

balance state sovereignty with human security. As global crises intensify, the challenge lies in 

transforming political will into concrete action to protect environmental refugees and promote 

resilience in the face of environmental instability. 


