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Abstract 
 
Current democracies across the world are witnessing the rise of populist-authoritarian regimes. 
The more the electorate and citizenry are angry with growing inequalities and insecurities, the 
more they prefer political regimes that are only further augmenting economic inequalities and 
social insecurities. What explains this vicious cycle and what role does communication and 
mediatisation, rhetoric, popular symbolism and culture play in this will be the focus of the talk. 
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